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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I could not be more excited to welcome you to 
Oglethorpe University. One of the most special things 
about our community is its diversity and increasingly, 
that diversity includes students from across the 
globe.  

First and foremost, I want you to know you are not 

only welcome here, but you are important here. It’s 

never been more essential for citizens of all countries 

to understand we are each citizens of the world and 

of one planet. You are here not just to learn, but also 

to teach; to teach students born in the United States, 

many of whom who have not travelled outside our 

borders, about your homes and your views of our 

country.  

I am so glad you have chosen to be a part of our 

community and I look forward to our paths crossing 

soon. 
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WELCOME 

 

Welcome to Oglethorpe University and to Atlanta, GA! We are very excited to have you as a Stormy 

Petrel, and are looking forward to your arrival and to working with you during your studies. This 

handbook is for you to use as a guide before you arrive and in your first few weeks, and introduce you to 

Atlanta and Oglethorpe. If you have any questions or need any assistance while you are here, please 

visit us in the A_LAB in the Turner Lynch Campus Center or email Nancy Boyken, the International 

Students Services Coordinator, at nboyken@oglethorpe.edu.  

 

About the International Student Services Office (ISS) 

International Student Services serves the educational and personal development needs of Oglethorpe’s 

international students through helping them integrate, participate, and contribute to their liberal arts 

education, and assisting them to apply their learning to their own lives and cultural contexts. 

ISS strives to create an intellectually and culturally supportive and collaborative environment among 

students, faculty, and staff. 

International Student Services also carries out the U.S. government-mandated functions that allow 

Oglethorpe to issue documents for international students to attend the University.  This includes 

assisting international students in maintaining their legal status and access to resources and 

opportunities allowed by U.S. law.   

Goals of the International Student Services: 

 Assisting students in excellence in academic achievement 

 Effectiveness in interpersonal relations across cultures 

 Cross cultural exchange 

 Retention, graduation, and continued involvement and success of international students at 

Oglethorpe 

 Successful re-integration and application of the Oglethorpe education in home countries and 

cultures (or application and further adaptation of this education in the United States). 

 

The international student services office is located in the Atlanta Laboratory for Learning (A_LAB) in the 

Turner Lynch Campus Center.   We are here to help you with immigration support services, international 

advising, and answers to your specific questions.  The office is open from 9:00AM – 5:00PM, Monday – 

Friday, and we welcome you any time during these hours to share changes in your life, both good and 

challenging.  Don’t be afraid to visit! 
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CONTACTS 

 

Nancy Boyken is your first line of contact in the International 

Student Services Office. She maintains international student files 

and every student must visit her at the beginning of every 

semester.  Bring her a copy of any new documents received during 

the semester as well.  Nancy can answer your questions regarding 

immigration, documents, insurance, travel, registration, and 

more! 

Nancy Boyken, Designated School Official (DSO) 
International Student Services Coordinator 
+1.404.364.8862 
nboyken@oglethorpe.edu   
internationalstudents@oglethorpe.edu  

International Student Services 
Oglethorpe University 
4484 Peachtree Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30319 

 
Please note that we typically do not check in on students every week. Therefore, if you have any 

questions or issues, it is important that you tell us and let us know how we can help. If Nancy is out of 

the office, please contact one of the following for assistance: 

 

Ms. Lucy Leusch, PDSO 

Vice President for Enrollment and Financial Aid 

lleusch@oglethorpe.edu  

404-364-8309 

Ms. Whitney Lewis, DSO 

Assistant Director of Admissions 

wlewis@oglethorpe.edu  

404-364-8470 

 

  

mailto:nboyken@oglethorpe.edu
mailto:internationalstudents@oglethorpe.edu
mailto:lleusch@oglethorpe.edu
mailto:wlewis@oglethorpe.edu
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

Who are International Students? 

All Oglethorpe students who are neither citizens nor permanent residents of the United States are 

categorized as international students, regardless of their visa classification by the United States Citizen 

and Immigration Services (USCIS), United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), United 

States Customs and Border Protection (CBP), and Department of State. 

It is the responsibility of each international student to become familiar with the regulations which apply 

to his/her visa status.  Students should consult the International Student Services Office if questions or 

problems regarding immigration matters arise. 

U.S. immigration regulations bring great restrictions and consequences for non-immigrants who do not 

enter the U.S. in lawful status (illegal persons), and who do not maintain their lawful status.  Therefore, 

it is of utmost importance that you enter the U.S. with the proper F-1 visa and documentation, and 

remain in legal status for the duration of your time at Oglethorpe.  The various aspects of maintaining 

status are defined in the following sections. 

Immigration Status 

Definition of Status: The conditions for receiving an F-1 visa once you enter the U.S. For F-1 students, 

D/S “duration of status” is marked on your passport.  Status is maintained by following the rules for F-1 

students. 

U.S. Laws and Regulations: The U.S. Department of Homeland Security regulates the activities of non-

immigrants in the U.S., including international students.  One of the duties of the ISS Office is to advise 

international students on how to remain in compliance with immigration rules and regulations, that is, 

how to remain “in status”.  

F-1 Student Status: The most common student immigration status, the F-1, is obtained based on a Form 

I-20 issued by the college or university upon admission.  An F-1 student is admitted to the U.S. for 

attending a SPECIFIC school, and must take a full course load every semester (Fall and Spring); at least 

12 credits per semester. 

Immigrant or Permanent Resident: some students hold an immigrant status, technically referred to as a 

permanent resident.  This status, indicated by the ownership of a “green card,” allows the person to 

remain in the country permanently and is the first step toward acquiring citizenship.   

Study Program Requirements 

An F-1 student must register for a minimum of 12 semester hours and they must be enrolled every 

semester that they are in the U.S. (Fall and Spring).  F-1 students who have completed both a fall and 

spring semester consecutively at OU are eligible for a vacation, typically taken during the summer. 
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Removal (Deportation) 

Removal is the expulsion of aliens who have been granted entry into the U.S.  The following are 

examples of grounds for removal, and are stated in very general terms, but will give you an idea of how 

strict the immigration rules are: 

Failure to comply with the conditions of your visa/status, for example, unauthorized employment, 

failure to attend classes, and to maintain full-time student status.  Common examples of unauthorized 

employment include  

 Baby/dog sitting and tutoring students for money outside of the Oglethorpe tutoring services. 

 Conviction of crime after entry, examples of which are crimes of violence, moral turpitude, 

narcotics-related crimes (including marijuana abuse). Although there are provisions for some 

criminal convictions, there is no expectation made for a narcotics or marijuana offense.  Mere 

possession of marijuana can lead to deportation. 

 Unlawful entry. 

 Prostitution, or connection to this practice. 

 False documents. 

Immigration and Travel 

Passport 

Your passport is the basic international document which identifies you as a citizen of your country.  The 

spelling of your name given in your passport should be used for all records while you are in the United 

States.  The name spelling on your visa will be used on your I-20 record.  If you need to extend the 

validity of your passport, contact your nearest consulate or embassy for instruction and procedures.  ISS 

can provide you with a letter of recommendation stating that you are a registered student, if such a 

document is required by your government.  Always keep a copy of your passport in a safe place, and use 

the copy to provide documentation if you send it in for renewal. 

 
Passport Do’s and Don’ts:  

DO DO NOT  
Sign your passport; it is not valid unless it has 
been signed by the bearer. 

Lend your passport for use by a friend or 
stranger.  Remember that it is an official 
government document for use only by the person 
to whom it is issued. 

Fill in the information required on the inside front 
cover of the passport.  In the case of accident or 
other circumstances, it may be necessary to 
contact a designated agent or next of kin. 
 

Alter, insert, or overwrite any information or 
entry in the passport.  If a change is necessary, it 
must be made officially by authorized 
government agents. 
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DO DO NOT  
Register your passport if you mail it while abroad.  
Check the expiration date of your passport before 
you travel.   
 
Obtain a new one if needed (i.e. U.S. law requires 
passports from many countries to be renewed six 
months before the expiration date.) 

Pack your passport in your luggage.  When 
traveling, keep it readily available, but safe. 
 
Use your passport as collateral or pledge. 
 
Tear or substitute pages in your passport. 

 
Check the visa requirements of all countries you 
plan to visit and obtain necessary visas from the 
appropriate foreign consular representatives.   
 
Keep a copy of your biographical, visa, and other 
information pages. 

 

 
 

Need to contact your consulate or embassy in the U.S.? Find their contact information at 

www.travel.state.gov  

 

Visa 

A U.S. visa is a passport-sized sticker in your passport.  It is used for entry into the U.S. and can only be 

obtained from a U.S. Embassy or Consulate outside the U.S.  The visa indicates what status you have 

upon entry to the U.S., as well as the date of issuance and expiration (date by which you can use that 

visa for entry.)  After you enter the U.S., the visa is unimportant unless you leave and wish to re-enter.  If 

you plan to travel outside the U.S., and your visa has expired, you should contact the ISS Office to obtain 

a new I-20 for use to apply for a new visa.  Never write on or tamper with your visa sticker. 

Automated Form I-94 in Electronic Format 

When you enter the U.S., an immigration inspector (CBP Officer) determines how long you may stay in 

the U.S.  A paperless electronic Form I-94 is created by the CBP Officer when you are admitted by air or 

sea travel.  You will be able to print out a paper copy later, if you need it, at 

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/request.html.  If you enter the U.S. by land from Canada or Mexico, you will 

be issued a paper I-94.  Do NOT LOSE IT. 

Travel Outside the United States During Academic Vacations 

Please be advised not to leave the United States without the proper I-20 documentation necessary for 

re-entry.  If you leave for longer than five months and do not continue your enrollment at Oglethorpe 

(with a leave of absence), you must have a new I-20 issued to reenter.  Remember to get your I-20 

signed by your DSO before you leave the country.  Check with International Student Services for study 

abroad exceptions to some of these rules. 

http://www.travel.state.gov/
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/request.html
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Legal Documents to Travel 

If you plan to travel outside the United States, there are some things you need to remember:  

 Always get approval from your designated school official (DSO) before you go. Your DSO will 

show approval by signing your Form I-20, “Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Status,” 

which you must present to U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers when you re-enter 

the United States. 

o For an F-1 student, DSO approval must be within one year of the date of your desired 

return. 

o If you are in your active post-completion OPT period, DSO approval must be within 6 

months of the date of your desired return. 

 Keep your DSO’s name and contact information with you while you travel in case you have any 

problems. 

 Ensure both your passport and visa are valid before you leave. If not, you must update them 

before your return. 

 If you leave the United States, a CBP officer will conduct primary inspection when you return. 

The officer will ask for your reason for departure, reason for return, passport, visa and current 

Form I-20. 

 
If you forget your documents, especially your Form I-20, CBP may issue you a Form I-515A, “Notice to 

Student or Exchange Visitor.” You must submit the missing documents and Form I-515A to the Student 

and Exchange Visitor Program within 30 days or leave the United States. If you receive this, talk to your 

DSO immediately! 

You may also want to bring the following documents with you: 

o Proof of financial support you showed to the U.S. embassy or consulate during your visa 

appointment 

o Evidence of acceptance to your school 

o Paper receipt from payment of your I-901 SEVIS fee 

 

Remember, never put your required documents in your checked luggage; always carry them with you 

in an easily accessible place. 
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When Things Go Wrong 

Got really sick and need to go to the hospital? 

Got caught by the police doing something unadvisable? 

Got into trouble at Oglethorpe? 

Got charged $2,000 for income taxes when you should have gotten money back? 

It could happen to you!  Although not frequent, it is possible for things to go wrong for international 

students, and the consequences can be different from those faced by domestic students.  The best thing 

to do if something goes wrong is to talk to the ISS Office, who will be able to advise you on the best plan 

of action. 
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BEFORE DEPARTURE 

 

Visa and Immigration Regulations 

Before leaving your country, obtain a passport from your government and a (student) visa from a United 

States embassy or consulate.  The U.S. Immigration statute stipulates that anyone applying for a student 

visa must establish to the satisfaction of the consular officer, at the time of application for a visa, that 

they are entitled to nonimmigrant status, i.e. that they are not intending to immigrate to the U.S.  In 

addition, the statute states that, to receive a student visa, applicants must have a residence in a foreign 

country (generally their country of origin) which they have no intention of abandoning after entering the 

U.S.  Thus, when applying for a student visa, it is well advised to prepare carefully for the consular 

interview and to anticipate, as far as it is possible, questions concerning economic, social, and/or family 

ties that will compel you to return after your studies in the U.S. are complete.  To prepare for the 

interview, you should carefully assemble documents establishing economic, social, and family ties and 

prepare to discuss them with the consular officer without hesitation or uncertainty.  Documentation of 

your economic ties to your parents must certainly be presented. 

Visa Application Process 

1. Get passport – passport must be valid at least six (6) months into the future at all times. 

2. Obtain Form I-901 receipt – (https://jmjfee.com/i901fee/ )  

3. Obtain form I-20 for F visa: 

4. Sign Page 1 

5. Read information on Page 2, which explains your legal responsibilities as an F visa student while 

in the U.S.  

6. NOTE: Students from Canada and the Bahamas do not need to apply for a visa in most cases, 

but do need to present the I-20 when they enter the U.S.  

7. Apply for your visa at the nearest U.S. consulate or embassy in your country.  (A visa is a 

passport page-sized sticker with your personal visa information on it.  It will be invalid if you 

mark or write on it.)  Make an appointment for a visa interview and bring your passport, I-20, I-

901 receipt, and supporting documents to the appointment.  A U.S. Consular Officer will review 

your papers.  Upon approval, and in most cases, after a visa security clearance, the U.S. 

consulate will issue an F-1 student visa, permitting you to enter the U.S. for the purpose of 

studying at Oglethorpe. 

 
Contact Whitney Lewis (wlewis@oglethorpe.edu) immediately if you have a problem. 

https://jmjfee.com/i901fee/desktop/checkstatus/loadSearchPage.do
mailto:wlewis@oglethorpe.edu
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Visa Application Tips 

Applying for visas should be taken very seriously.  Today, this is true more than ever.  There are 

numerous security checks with government agencies often including the Department of Homeland 

Security, the FBI, the CIA, and the State Department.  Though rare, we have had student security checks 

take up to 12 weeks.  Today, student visas are supposed to be the priority at consulates and embassies 

in July and August, but problems still exist.  Consulates have discretion to deny visas.  These can always 

be appealed (even though they may tell you that they cannot), but can cause serious inconveniences, 

even to the point of enrollment for a year. 

Hopefully, we have your attention.  With this said, let us assure you that if you go to the U.S. Consulate 

prepared, you should have little or no problem receiving your visa.  Of students who are denied visas, 99 

percent are denied because of a law called 214b.  This law stipulates that a student visa applicant has 

the responsibility to prove that he or she has sufficient economic, social, and family ties, which will 

compel him or her to return home after studies in the U.S. are completed.  Prepare documents to prove 

you have economic, social, and family ties.  Often, you won’t need to provide all of the documentation, 

but keep it with you in a file or folder if you have an interview.  Demonstrating that you are prepared is 

an indicator that you are a bona fide (real) student.  Most likely, you will need to provide documentation 

of economic ties with your family.  You should also prepare to discuss with the Consular Officer 

specifically how you intend to utilize your Oglethorpe University education upon returning home.  It’s 

not a bad idea to rehearse this before the interview itself. 

The U.S. Consulate will require the applicant to show credible document evidence that you have enough 

readily available funds to meet all expenses for the first year of study.  The amount you will need to 

show is listed as “Item 8a – Student’s personal funds” on the Form I-20, which the Admissions Office 

sent you.  Generally, you should either bring a bank draft for the amount on Item 8a or show funds in 

U.S. Dollars that are already deposited in a bank in the U.S. or have been transferred to the University. 

One last piece of advice is that when dealing with U.S. Consular Officers and Immigration (Customs and 

Border Protection) Officers at the port of entry – show them great respect.  They have incredible power 

regarding your immigrant status.  Try to politely and respectfully look them in the eye, and answer all of 

their questions.  Short answers are best.  If you are referred for a secondary inspection, remain calm and 

cooperative even if you must wait a long time.  Often it is just a routine system referral for clarification 

when more information is needed to decide.  You will surely be fine if you answer further questions 

clearly and concisely.  Immigration and Consular Officers repeatedly say that small talk is a red flag (i.e., 

they believe the applicant may be hiding something.)  When it goes smoothly, all is well.  When it does 

not, it can be a great headache. 

 

APPLY FOR YOUR VISA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! 
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Checklist of Things to Do: 

 Obtain a valid passport. 

 Obtain a student visa from a U.S. embassy or consulate.  Note: Students from Canada and the 

Bahamas generally do not need to apply for a visa, but must present the I-20 upon entering the 

U.S.  Contact the Admissions Office for assistance. 

 Bring copies of your admission letter, financial documents, previous school transcripts, and 

medical prescriptions. 

 Pay tuition, room and board fees owed to The Hub. 

 If you are an Exchange or Rotary student, register for courses with Nancy Boyken in the ISS. 

 Submit immunization information at health.oglethorpe.edu  

 Purchase an insurance plan that will cover you while in the U.S., making sure that it contains 

coverage for evacuation and repatriation. 

 Make travel plans to arrive on your designated move-in day, and complete the International 

Students Airport Pickup Form, only after you contact Nancy Boyken for approval of your travel 

plan.  (https://oglethorpe.wufoo.com/forms/pequa1307mqmdm/ ) Your arrival must be on your 

designated move-in day so that you can attend International Student Orientation on the 

following day.  You may arrive in the U.S. no more than 30 days before the Program Start Date 

on your I-20. 

 Please notify us if you have any questions that must be answered before you leave home.  You 

can contact International Student Services at InternationalStudent@oglethorpe.edu  

 If for any reason you do not plan to attend Oglethorpe this coming semester, please inform us 

immediately. 

Traveling to the U.S. 

 Carry your passport (with F visa), I-20, I-901 receipt, and supporting documents when you travel 

to the U.S. – DO NOT put documents in your checked luggage or leave them with your family. 

 When you arrive in the U.S. you must present your passport and documents (including your 

signed I-20) to a Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Officer at the port of entry. 

 The Officer will stamp your passport and return it to you.  The passport stamp indicates how 

long you may legally remain in the U.S.  All students should receive a stamp indicating D/S 

(Duration of Status), meaning you may remain in the U.S. as long as you are pursuing a full 

course load and have a valid SEVIS I-20 document. 

 Your arrival information is validated on your electronic I-94 (Arrival Card) and should be viewed 

and printed at www.i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94 request.  If you cannot find it, please let ISS staff, 

Nancy, know immediately.  If you arrive in the U.S. by land, you might get a paper I-94.  Do not 

lose it! 

 

http://www.oglethorpe.edu/
https://oglethorpe.wufoo.com/forms/pequa1307mqmdm/
mailto:InternationalStudent@oglethorpe.edu
http://www.i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94


17 

 

Travel Tips 

 While traveling, feel free to ask people for help.  Airports and bus stations in large cities often 

have a Travelers Assistance Desk, where they will be very willing to help you. 

 In the U.S., you normally pay tip or extra money above the total amount at a restaurant or for 

other services.  Tips are not included in the price of a meal in a restaurant, and are usually 15-

20% of the bill.  This does NOT apply to fast-food restaurants such as McDonald’s.   

 Taxi drivers also usually receive a 15% tip in addition to the basic fare.  If you take a taxi to 

Oglethorpe from the airport, you can expect to pay about $30 – 40. 

 Remember to watch your luggage and belongings at all times in the airports and bus stations.  

Be sure your baggage is clearly labeled and tagged to your final airport destinations, and keep a 

list of the contents of the bags. 

 It is wise to put your name and address inside your bags as well as on the luggage tags on the 

outside.  If your baggage is lost, immediately report it to an airline official. 

 Overweight charges on airlines are expensive, so pack lightly. 

 

What to Pack 

Carry-on Bag: 

 Passport and visa 

 Immigration documents (your I20) 

 Documentation of financial support  

 Letter of admission from Oglethorpe and information regarding financial aid 

 U.S. Currency and Credit Cards.  Bring enough money to open a bank account, and to cover your 

initial school supplies, dorm furnishings, and expenses. 

 Medications to last 2 months (in original prescription bottles)—your medical insurance will most 

likely not cover these items, so makes sure you have these.  

 List of allergies 

 Proof of health insurance 

 Immunization Record 

 Important contact info including an emergency contact, Oglethorpe’s International Student 

Services Office (404.364.8862), Nancy Boyken’s mobile (404-281-2691) and Campus Safety 

(404.504.1998) 

 A days’ worth of clothing—in case your luggage is delayed 

 Valuable items such as laptop, camera, phone, etc.  

 

Checked Luggage: 

 Label your luggage with your name (as written on your passport), contact info, our office 

address and phone number 
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 Casual Clothes: Students usually dress casually for class—so most the clothes you should bring 

should be casual: jeans, t-shirt, sweatshirt, flip-flops, sneakers, etc. Bring clothes for warm AND 

cold weather.  

 Formal Clothes: men should have at least one shirt and tie and dress pants, and women should 

have at least one nice dress or suit.  

 A warm coat and light jacket or sweater 

 Cultural Items – Oglethorpe has a strong international student population with numerous 

activities that share the heritage of countries and cultures. Consider bringing traditional clothes, 

national arts, and crafts to share with your fellow students.  

 Toiletries—most toiletry brands are readily available in the United States, so you will be able to 

purchase those items here. 

 Personal Items 

 2 pairs of glasses or extra contact lenses if you wear them, along with their prescriptions. 

 Since you will not be able to bring many “dorm room” items such as lamps, blankets, extra 

towels, rugs, etc., on the plane, many students purchase these items either from the OU 

bookstore or shortly after they arrive. International students can purchase items online in 

advance to pick up at the campus bookstore or at the Chamblee Walmart (Search: zip code 

30341). 

 NOTE: if you are bringing appliances or electronics with you, you should also bring an adapter 

plug—the U.S. electrical current is 110-115, 60-cycle AC. 

 

What to Bring and What NOT to Bring 

 Sheets, blankets, pillows, and towels are not provided by the University.  You can bring them 

with you (note that the bed size is Twin XL or 192cm x 84cm), but a better option is to wait and 

purchase them once you arrive.) 

 You will have time to shop for bedding, items for your room, and anything else you need.  There 

will be shopping trips during orientation to facilitate this. 

 We do suggest that you bring a few items from home that you cannot easily buy here, should 

you have space to bring them, such as: music typical of your country, pictures of your country, 

home, friends, and family, books or DVDs, special musical instruments, clothing, crafts and 

games representative of your country.  These items will be useful if you make cultural 

presentations at Oglethorpe or at elementary schools in the Atlanta area. 

 The standard U.S. current is 110 volts, 60 cycles alternating current (A.C.)  Appliances running on 

220 – 24- volts will not work in the U.S.  If you plan to bring any electrical items, bring a voltage 

adaptor that converts into the U.S. voltage of 110 V and uses a U.S. electrical plug 

(www.worldstandards.eu/electricity/plugs-and-sockets/).  These items may be very expensive to 

purchase here.  Another option is to purchase a converter and adapter kit.  Note also that the 

U.S. uses 2 or 3-prong electrical plugs that might be different from your country.   

http://www.worldstandards.eu/electricity/plugs-and-sockets/
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 If you wish to send trunks or packages to the U.S. before your arrival, be sure to purchase 

insurance against loss or damage.  The packages will be held in the Mail Room until you arrive.  

Once you are on campus, you will be assigned a personal mail box.  Until then, you may address 

them to: 

“Your Name” 

Oglethorpe University 

4484 Peachtree RD NE 

Atlanta, GA 30319 

Health & Immunizations 

All Oglethorpe students are required to verify certain information on file via the Immunization 

Acknowledgement Form, which you should have filled out during the application process.  This 

information includes a self-reported Health History section and recognition of the Oglethorpe 

Immunization policy. Students must submit this form before classes begin. If students do not submit this 

form, a hold will be placed on their account until this form is completed.  

Health Checklist – Before leaving Home: 

 Make a dental appointment to have teeth checked and cleaned one more time at home. 

 If you wear glasses or contact lenses, bring an extra pair in case of loss or accidental breakage.  

Also, bring your prescription with you. 

 If necessary, obtain Oglethorpe-required immunizations prior to leaving home.  

 Fill out the Immunization Acknowledgement Form, as instructed above. 

 Enroll in health and accident insurance plan prior to your departure for the U.S.  We recommend 

iNext for this insurance: www.inext.com/travelUSA , but you are welcome to choose insurance 

coverage from other companies.  We do not have a preference for a particular company, as long 

as you have valid health insurance for the entire time you are in the U.S. 

 Put together a small basic health care it to take to school.  Include basics such as adhesive 

bandages, non-stick gauze, antibiotic ointment, etc.  Don’t forget over-the-counter medications 

you may usually take at home, such as acetaminophen or ibuprofen for headaches, antacids for 

stomach pains, etc.  For more suggestions, visit: https://www.verywell.com/a-first-aid-kit-for-college-

3200902  

 Make copies of prescriptions (medicines, eye glasses/contacts) to bring with you. 

 Bring a month’s supply and a doctor’s prescription for any medication that you take regularly.  

Be sure to check whether regularly taken medicine that you can buy over-the-counter in your 

country requires a prescription in the U.S.  There are many differences in pharmacies in the U.S. 

and other countries. 

https://oglethorpe.wufoo.com/forms/oglethorpe-university-health-acknowledgment-form/
https://oglethorpe.wufoo.com/forms/oglethorpe-university-health-acknowledgment-form/
http://www.inext.com/travelUSA
https://www.verywell.com/a-first-aid-kit-for-college-3200902
https://www.verywell.com/a-first-aid-kit-for-college-3200902
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 If applicable, find health care providers in the area that will provide care for special health care 

needs (for example, allergy shots, mental health, physical therapy, etc.) 

 Parents and student must discuss how you will share information regarding health care needs, 

treatments, and billing.  Information about students who are 18 or over cannot be shared with 

parents without written consent of the student.  Work this out now to avoid confusion (especially 

around bills) later.  Students – remember that bills will be in your name! 

Medications 

Bring a month’s supply and a doctor’s prescription for any medication that you take regularly.  If you 

have any special health problems, (such as allergies), bring information from your physician. 

Dental Work and Eye Exams 

These should be done BEFORE you leave to come to the U.S.  These are not typically covered by medical 

insurance, and are very expensive in the U.S.  The cost will probably be far less in your home country.  If 

you wear glasses or contact lenses, bring an extra pair in case you lose them or they accidentally break. 

Medical Insurance 

In the United States, the terms “Medical Insurance” and “Health Insurance” mean the same thing, and 

will often be used interchangeably.   

 

The government does not pay for health care, so students must pay for every doctor or hospital visit. A 

visit to the doctor’s office may cost $100-$500. A trip to the hospital for a broken arm can cost $5,000-

$10,000. Childbirth expenses cost approximately $20,000. Medical problems can result in debt so 

extensive that a student may not be able to continue his or her studies.  

 

Therefore, medical insurance is compulsory for all Oglethorpe students and must adequately cover your 

costs in case of accident and illness.  We require all students to show proof of health insurance. 

If you are not already on a health insurance plan that covers you in the U.S., we recommend iNext for 

inbound students at http://www.inext.com/plans/travel-to-usa/academic/ .   

Contact Ms. Nancy Boyken at nboyken@oglethorpe.edu or Ms. Whitney Lewis at wlewis@oglethorpe.edu in 

the Office of Admissions for guidance.  

Tuition Payments and Financial Aid 

International students can pay their tuition online via credit card, debit card, or electronic check at 

http://pay.oglethorpe.edu/.  Students may also pay via wire transfer (instructions available at 

http://hub.oglethorpe.edu/billing-payments/payment-options/).  Note: If you pay by credit or debit card 

there is a 2.99% convenience fee.  

 

Oglethorpe also offers a payment plan option to all students. Visit pay.oglethorpe.edu to set up a payment 

plan. 

 

http://www.inext.com/plans/travel-to-usa/academic/
mailto:nboyken@oglethorpe.edu
mailto:wlewis@oglethorpe.edu
http://pay.oglethorpe.edu/
http://hub.oglethorpe.edu/billing-payments/payment-options/
http://pay.oglethorpe.edu/
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The University establishes a deadline for making payment arrangements for each academic term. By that 

date the student account balance not covered by financial aid must either be paid in full or completely 

covered by payment arrangements approved by the University. Students without complete payment 

arrangements after the deadline may be removed from classes, may lose their residence hall assignment, 

and may have late fees applied to their account.  The deadline can be found on the website at 

hub.oglethorpe.edu/billing-payments/ .  

 

If you have any questions please contact The HUB for Enrollment Services, which is in the lower level of 

Lupton Hall, 404.364.1500, or hub.oglethorpe.edu.  

Personal Property Insurance 

Students are encouraged to purchase personal property insurance to protect themselves against theft, 

fire, water damage, or vandalism of items such as mobile phones, computers, cameras, calculators, and 

other personal property. It is suggested that students purchase property insurance from National Student 

Services.  

 

  

file:///C:/Users/Todd/Desktop/hub.oglethorpe.edu
http://hub.oglethorpe.edu/
http://www.nssi.com/
http://www.nssi.com/
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ARRIVAL 

Getting to Oglethorpe 

The official arrival date for international students be a few days before both returning students and new 

domestic students.  You will be notified of these dates and times via email from the ISS Office during the 

weeks prior to your arrival.  We encourage you to arrive and move in on international students’ move-in 

day so you can rest from your trip, shop for supplies, and unpack.  International Students Orientation 

(ISSO) will be held on days, and attendance is mandatory.  You will also join the rest of your first-year class 

for new student orientation. 

 

To be eligible for airport pick-up, please fill out the International Students Airport Pickup Service form at 

https://oglethorpe.wufoo.com/forms/pequa1307mqmdm/. This pickup is available one day only on 

international students’ move-in day.  You will be met at the Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International 

Airport in the arrival window that you have specified on the form.  The Orientation Leaders meeting you 

will be carrying an Oglethorpe University sign so that you can easily recognize them.  More information 

will be sent prior to your departure from your country about where to meet up with an Oglethorpe 

representative. 

 

Please notify the ISS staff of any last-minute changes. 

 

If you have any difficulty finding us at the airport call ISS at +1 404-281-2691 (Nancy’s mobile) or +1 404-

364-8862 (office). 

Unavoidable Early Arrival 

The University will not have any housing available for students arriving earlier than international students’ 

designated move-in day.  Please make your own hotel or motel arrangements should you have to arrive 

earlier.  For possibilities near campus, go to http://sel.oglethorpe.edu/around-atlanta/petrel-partners/, 

for a listing of local hotels that offer discounts to Oglethorpe students.  

Upon Arrival 

Come to the Campus Life Offices on the ground floor of the Turner Lynch Campus Center (TLCC) to get 

checked in to your residence hall room.  (See maps in the Appendix of the campus and of the TLCC.) 

 

Mentor Program 

The Campus Life team selects returning U.S. and international students to serve as mentors to incoming 

new international students.  Students will meet their mentors during International Orientation and will 

consult with them regularly throughout the first semester.  Mentors provide a student’s perspective on 

both academic and personal life at Oglethorpe.  Their mission is to help international students feel 

comfortable at Oglethorpe and answer their questions about policies and procedures related to life in 

https://oglethorpe.wufoo.com/forms/pequa1307mqmdm/
http://sel.oglethorpe.edu/around-atlanta/petrel-partners/
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the residence halls, campus facilities, registration and academic procedures, as well as questions about 

U.S. culture and off-campus opportunities in the Atlanta community.   

International Student Orientation 

New international student orientation will begin with your move-in day, and will continue for the 

following day or two.  The dates, times, locations, and full instructions will be sent to you via email 

during the weeks before your scheduled arrival.  This orientation time is set aside for you, and 

attendance is required of ALL new international students, whether Traditional, Transfer, Exchange, or 

Rotary.  Details and schedule will be sent out no later than 2 weeks before Orientation begins. 

 

You can expect orientation to include greetings by Oglethorpe staff and faculty members, information 

sessions on immigration regulations, the nature of a liberal arts education and academics at Oglethorpe, 

a discussion about U.S. academic and cultural environments, and campus resources.  If you are planning 

to arrive for the first time for spring semester, you can expect that the orientation events and activities 

will be significantly fewer than in the fall; however, you will still receive all of the information you will 

need to succeed as a student here. 

 

After the special International Students Orientation, you will join the general new student orientation 

with all new Oglethorpe students.  Orientation activities are a mixture of academic and social events, 

designed to impart information that is important to you in an enjoyable way. 

Check in Every Semester 

During the first two weeks after your arrival at Oglethorpe, come to the ISS Office and bring your current 

passport, your passport with your F-1 visa (if different from your current passport), and your initial I-20 

with you. We will copy your documents and issue you a new I-20 that shows that you are an Active 

student at Oglethorpe. 

 

Afterwards, put your passport, I-20, and any other important documents in a safe place.  Do not carry 

them with you unless you travel. 

 

**You must check-in with the DSO in person within the first 30 days of every semester you are 

enrolled.** 

Oglethorpe International Ambassadors 

The Oglethorpe International Ambassadors (OIA) is a student organization which works to introduce 

those who are studying in the states for the first time ever or for a limited time at our University, to 

Atlanta and Oglethorpe University. Members of OIA are here to make someone else's first experience 

great. OIA accomplishes this by connecting new international students and exchange visitors with 

existing students with the intention of providing the support needed to be successful. 
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Your Student Identification “Petrel Pass” 

Your Petrel Pass is your official Oglethorpe University identification document. On campus, it will allow 

you to borrow books from the library, enter campus in the evenings, is a key to your room if you live in 

Jobe-Hanson, Dempsey, or Bowden-Magbee, admittance into the cafeteria for students with a meal 

plan, and more.  

 

Off campus your Petrel Pass allows you to get discounts at various restaurants, stores, hotels, and 

services in the area—called Petrel Partners. For a complete list of businesses who are our Petrel 

Partners visit http://sel.oglethorpe.edu/around-atlanta/petrel-partners/ 

  

You may have an ID photo for your Petrel Pass taken once you arrive on campus, or you may submit 

your own photo in advance of the semester. The photo must be a direct head shot of you (no other 

people in the photo), and you should not be wearing a hat, sunglasses, etc. You may submit your own 

photo to the helpdesk at least one week before your orientation date if you wish for your card to be 

prepared and available for pick-up at check-in. Send to helpdesk@oglethorpe.edu. 

http://sel.oglethorpe.edu/around-atlanta/petrel-partners/
mailto:helpdesk@oglethorpe.edu
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LIFE AT OGLETHORPE 

 

Liberal Arts 

A liberal arts education is synonymous with a well-rounded education; it is regarded as beneficial for the 

overall intellectual and interpersonal development of students, and for attaining the variety of skills 

necessary to live and work in an ever-changing global society.  At Oglethorpe, students must take a 

certain number of credit hours in the various distribution areas in order to gain a liberal arts education.  

International students are sometimes surprised and dismayed when they are required to take courses 

that they feel are unrelated to their fields of specialization, as most educational systems around the 

world emphasize specialization rather than a liberal arts education. 

Academics 

Academic Advising 

Traditional Undergraduate and Transfer students will be assigned a Compass Advisor for their first 

academic year. Your advisor will help you choose and register for classes, plan your semesters, and meet 

your graduation requirements.  You should develop a good working relationship with your advisor to set 

academic goals, discuss your academic progress/grades, plan a major, select internships, and discuss 

study abroad options.  All discussions and records are confidential. 

 

Once your first academic year is complete, you will be assigned to an advisor in your major field of 

study. You are encouraged to meet with your advisor whenever you have questions about your classes, 

schedule, or goals.   

 

The International Student Services Coordinator will be the academic advisor for all Rotary and Exchange 

students, and will help you register for classes for the semesters you are here at Oglethorpe. 

 

Please note that courses that you wish to take are not always available. This could happen because the 

class you want to take may be full or have specific prerequisites, or may not work with your schedule; 

however, your advisor will work with you to make sure you can take classes that are appropriate and 

will be both beneficial and enjoyable.  

 

The Bulletin 

The Oglethorpe Bulletin (bulletin.oglethorpe.edu) is the governing document of the university, and all 

students are required to read its policies and have working knowledge of its contents.  The Bulletin is 

where you can find course and graduation requirements for each major and minor. 

 

From the Bulletin:  

 
“1.1. DISCLAIMER REGARDING STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

http://bulletin.oglethorpe.edu/
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All students are responsible for learning and following all policies, procedures and requirements 

published, in this Bulletin and elsewhere, by the University and by any relevant academic 

program in which they are enrolled. In no case will a policy, procedure or requirement be waived, 

nor will a variance be granted, nor will an appeal be entertained, because a student pleads 

ignorance or because he/she was not informed of a specific policy, procedure or requirement by 

an advisor, instructor or other University authority. 

While the provisions of this Bulletin will ordinarily be applied as stated, Oglethorpe reserves the 

right to change any provision listed in this Bulletin, including but not limited to requirements for 

graduation, without actual notice to individual students. The University will make every effort to 

keep students advised of any such changes. Students must note especially their responsibility to 

keep apprised of current graduation requirements for their particular degree program.” 

Registering for Classes  

Unlike some universities in the U.S., Oglethorpe does not have a separate course catalog, either printed 

or online.  All available courses are listed in OASIS online at oasis.oglethorpe.edu, where each student will 

have an account. 

 

New Students Registration 

Incoming degree-seeking students will complete the Course Preference Form, available on their Petrel 

Portal at http://apply.oglethorpe.edu/status. Based on your expressed preferences, the enrollment 

team will work to craft a schedule for your first semester that reflects your interests and major 

requirements.  

 

 

Returning Students Registration 

Traditional Undergraduate students register in OASIS. After you have received registration clearance 

from your advisor, log on and select “register for sections.” Here you will be able to search for classes 

and add courses to your schedule. 

 

Exchange and Rotary Students Registration 

Non-degree-seeking students (Exchange & Rotary) will receive a Registration Form, and work with Nancy 

Boyken, at nboyken@oglethorpe.edu to craft your schedules based on class preference and availability. 

These students will not have access to OASIS for registration.  The earlier you register, the better your 

options for courses will be.  You should contact Ms. Boyken as soon as possible after registration opens 

to begin the process of selecting and registering for courses.   

 

Student Course Load 

Students usually enroll in four 4-credit courses during each of the fall and spring semesters.  However, a 

course load of 32 semester hours per academic year (TU) or 30 semester hours per academic year (ADP) 

is required to complete an undergraduate degree program in four years, assuming one does not take 

classes during the summer semester.  Up to 19 credits per semester may be taken at no additional 

charge for tuition.  Students (with the exception of Exchange & Rotary students) may register for 

additional credits, and there is an additional tuition charge per credit.  See Bulletin for policy on 

Overload. 

http://apply.oglethorpe.edu/status
mailto:nboyken@oglethorpe.edu
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International Students are required to take a minimum of 12 credits per fall and spring semester to 

maintain F-1 student visa status.  Please see your DSO if you have any questions about credit hours, and 

before you decide to change courses. 

 

*** Special Note: Exchange and Rotary students may register for a minimum of 12 credit hours and a 

maximum of 19 credit hours per semester, and are not eligible for Overload. *** 

 

Placement Tests 

Oglethorpe uses placement tests to ensure that you’re placed in the appropriate level of courses in 

language, math, science, business, accounting and economics. Find out more about our math and 

language placement tests. 

 

Math Placement 

Only students with the following intended major(s) are required to take the Math Placement test: 

Accounting, Business, Economics, Mathematics; any of the natural sciences such as Biology, 

Biopsychology, Chemistry or Physics; or students who are undecided but who believe they will 

potentially choose one of these majors. If you are interested in a pre-health advising track such as 

medicine or veterinary science, you must take the math placement test. All undecided students are 

strongly urged to take the test, which can be found on the OU website . 

 

Foreign Language Placement 

Entering undergraduate students must complete a foreign language placement test prior to your first 

academic advising appointment. This requirement applies to all entering students who have previous 

experience in a foreign language, regardless of your intended degree, major or course of study. 

Oglethorpe offers coursework in Spanish, French, German, Japanese and elementary Latin.  Language 

Placement tests can be found on the OU website.  

 

In the Classroom 

Student/Instructor Relationships 

Oglethorpe is known for its small class sizes and personal student/instructor relationships. This 

relationship is generally more informal in universities in the U.S. than it is in other countries. Professors 

and students dress casually and the general atmosphere in the classroom is relaxed.  Because most of 

our classes are small, it is common and even encouraged for students to ask questions, introduce new 

ideas, and offer different opinions. Professors may expect discussion and questions by everyone in the 

class, and verbal participation is often a portion of your grade for the semester.  Make sure you get to 

know your professors, visit their office hours, and ask them for help—they are here to help you succeed 

academically and will appreciate your interest. 

 

Lectures 

The most common method of instruction at OU is the classroom lecture.  Lectures are supplemented by 

classroom discussion, by reading assignments in textbooks or library books, written assignments, and 

periodic film viewings – either in class or on your own in the library.  It is important that you contribute 

http://oglethorpe.edu/admission/undergraduate-admission/placement-credits/oglethorpe-placement-tests/math-placement/
http://oglethorpe.edu/admission/undergraduate-admission/placement-credits/oglethorpe-placement-tests/language-placement/
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to discussion in the classroom as this is viewed as a healthy sign of interest, attention, and independent 

thinking.  In many classes your grade will be determined in part by your contribution to class discussion. 

 

Laboratories 

Usually referred to as labs, some courses require work in a laboratory, where theory learned in the 

classroom is applied to practical problems. 

 

Assignments 

Oglethorpe is a liberal arts institution, and therefore puts a strong emphasis on reading and writing, with 

the intent of helping students think critically.  The University is known for its academic rigor and high 

standards of teaching.  The work assigned in classes, most commonly papers, quizzes, and exams, varies 

by class and from professor to professor.  Some of the primary types of work are outlined here. 

 Reading –Most courses require reading as homework in between each meeting of the class.  You 

can expect to do a lot of reading especially in courses such as English, History, Communications, 

Literature, Politics, Languages, Philosophy, and more. 

 Papers – in many courses you will be required to write a research paper or essay based on study 

or research you have done in the library, your textbooks, or in class.  Both in preparation of 

papers and in doing class assignments, you are likely to use the library more than you have in 

the past.  It is important, therefore, to learn how the library is organized.  The OU library has 

trained employees who are happy to answer your questions about its organization, the location 

of books, reference materials, periodicals, online resources, and so forth. 

 Examinations – nearly every class has a final exam at the end of the term, and many have 

midterm exams.  Additional tests or quizzes may be given with some frequency, or even without 

notice.  All examinations are designed to assure that students are doing the work assigned, and 

to measure how much they are learning. 

 

Office Hours 

Occasionally a class period will not permit enough time for questions and discussion, or for some reason 

you do not have the opportunity to raise questions during class.  In these cases, you are encouraged to 

see your teacher privately during his/her office hours, or make an appointment for another convenient 

hour to discuss any questions you may have.  Teachers usually announce their office hours at the first 

meeting of the class, and often will have them written on the class syllabus.  Please make use of this 

opportunity. 

 

Tips for Success in the Classroom 

 Professors prefer it if students discuss ideas rather than just sit and listen; however, the way you 

express your viewpoint is important. Show respect by acknowledging the professor or classmates’ 

point of view and then offer your opinion. Say, “In my opinion…” or “I think…” or “I feel…” or “I 

believe…”  

 If you do not understand, ask. If you are not yet used to asking questions in class, make an 

appointment with your professor to visit their office.  

 At the start of each semester, you will be handed a syllabus for each course, which will also be 

available on MOODLE. This is an outline of the course objectives, due dates for assignments, and 

much more. Keep the syllabus for the duration of the course and refer to it if you are not sure about 
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assignment requirements. Pay close attention when the professor discusses the syllabus as he will 

often explain during this time how grades will be determined.  

 Do not try to write down everything in class. Practice taking notes.  

 Participation scores are not earned by simply attending a class.  You are expected to participate 

verbally in class discussions.  A good rule to follow is to raise your hand to ask a question or make a 

comment at least once every week. If a professor calls on you to answer a question, you should say 

something. If you don’t know the answer, it’s alright to give a wrong answer. A score for 

participation will almost always be included in your grade for the course. 

 

Attendance 

Students are expected to attend every class; however, each professor has a different attendance policy. 

When you receive your syllabus, pay close attention to the attendance policy. This will tell you how 

many, if any, absences you are allowed before your grade is reduced, if there is a penalty for being late, 

etc. Remember, it is always better to be late than to miss class entirely—so go to class! (This is also a 

requirement for maintaining your F-1 Status.) 

 

Grading 

Oglethorpe uses letter grades to score student work and to calculate Grade Point Average or GPA. The 

system is as follows: 

 

Grade A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 

Points 4.0 3.7 3.3 3.0 2.7 2.3 2.0 1.7 1.3 1.0 0.0 0.0 

 

Grade FA W WF 

Points 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 Failure due to excessive 

absences 

Grade has same effect as an 

“F” on the GPA 

Withdrew  

Grade has no effect on the 

GPA 

 

Withdrew Failing 

Grade has same effect as an “F” 

on the GPA 

 

Computing GPA 

The GPA is calculated by dividing the total grade points by the number of courses attempted on the 

regular grading system.  Courses taken on pass/fail, courses taken abroad, or courses with a grade of W 

will not figure in the GPA.  Transferred courses and grades are not included in the GPA.  See the bulletin 

for more information. 

Academic Discipline 

Per the University Bulletin: to be in academic good standing a student (TU or ADP) must achieve the 

cumulative grade-point average specified below in relation to the number of semester hours he/she has 

completed: 

 

 

Cumulative GPA 

Required 

 

Semester Hours 

Completed (TU and ADP) 

 

1.50  0 – 35 
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Cumulative GPA 

Required 

 

Semester Hours 

Completed (TU and ADP) 

 

 

1.75  

 

36 – 64 

2.00  

 

65 and above 

 

The academic standing of each student will be displayed on the official transcript in each term in which 

the student received traditional letter grades. 

 

At the end of every semester, the Associate Provost and Registrar review the grades received by each 

student and the number of courses passed.  When a student fails to satisfy the requirements of 

academic good standing he/she will become subject to Academic Warning, Probation, or Dismissal, in 

that order of sequence.  

 

This situation is particularly serious for international students who cannot travel outside the U.S. or 

work in the U.S. unless they are in good academic standing at Oglethorpe.  Therefore, international 

students should maintain above a 2.0 GPA at all times to avoid being placed on academic probation and 

to comply with visa regulations.  If an international student is not maintaining a satisfactory GPA, a visit 

to the ISS Office for suggestions and advice would be helpful. 

 

Strategies for Academic Success 

To succeed in the U.S. academic system, you will need to learn how it is organized and how it works.  

You should also try to understand some of the fundamental values that underlie the education system.  

Listed below are some suggestions to keep in mind as you prepare to register and begin your studies.  

You will learn more of the informal rules for academic success as you take courses and talk with 

advanced students in your field of study.  The more you discuss such topics with experienced students, 

the sooner you will understand how your academic department functions. 

 Examine Your Expectations – Keep in mind that you will need a period of adjustment to a new 

academic system before you are able to accomplish the best of your abilities.  Sometimes, 

international students earn lower grades than their U.S. counterparts during their first term.  Then 

in subsequent semesters, as the newcomers’ English and knowledge of the system improves, so do 

their grades.  Do not be discouraged if, despite your best efforts, your first term’s work here is not 

outstanding. 

 Select Your Courses Wisely – Especially during your first term, do not take more than the usual load 

of courses (generally four classes).  Make sure you have a combination of more demanding and less 

demanding courses, rather than only difficult ones requiring unusually heavy amounts of work.  You 

may be tempted to take more courses than you need to earn your degree sooner.  The usual result 

of taking too many courses is discouragement and poor academic performance. 

 Work Hard From The Start – It’s not possible in the U.S. system of higher education to wait until 

halfway through the term to begin studying.  If you do not begin on the first day of classes, you are 

likely to experience increasing difficulty and fall behind. 

 Talk With Your Professors – Professors expect students to ask questions in class or immediately 

after it.  They also expect students to consult them in their offices when there are problems or 

questions.  If you are not doing well and you do not see the professor about the situation, he or she 
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will assume that you are not really interested in the class.  In other words, most professors will 

evaluate the attitude of a student as negative or at best indifferent if the student never raises 

questions either in class or out of it.  If at any time you feel unsure of what is expected of you in a 

class or are troubled by some aspect of the work, ask the professor and some of your fellow 

students about it. 

 Open Your Mind to the Values of the System – From your experiences in other academic systems, 

you have developed certain assumptions about the purposes and methods of education and about 

the way your field of interest should be studied.  For example, you may assume that it is important 

to be able to memorize large quantities of information, or that the way to study your field is to 

concentrate on a very limited aspect of it in great depth.  At Oglethorpe, on the other hand, you may 

find that memorizing material is considered less important than synthesizing ideas from a variety of 

sources, and that a field of study can be approached by contemplating the works of a variety of 

scholars from different disciplines.  It is important for you to realize that differences of this kind exist 

between the educational systems of the U.S. and other countries, and that for you to be 

academically successful, you may need to adjust your thinking.  Whether or not you personally 

accept the values of the system, you must work in accordance with them to succeed in it. 

 

The Honor Code 

Academic honesty is expected of Oglethorpe Students.  Academic standards and practices are 

influenced by culture; therefore, what is considered appropriate academic behavior in your home 

country might be different from what is correct in the United States.  It is important that you understand 

U.S. standards and practices.  Not meeting the standards can result in charges of academic dishonesty 

and possible expulsion from Oglethorpe.  

 

The U.S. definition of academic honesty is based on the cultural values of individualism, fairness, the 

idea that individuals must think and work independently, and a strong value on original thinking, 

creativity, and invention.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on assignments 

and examinations; plagiarizing, representing as your own work any part of work done by another; or 

unauthorized use of library or computer materials. 

 

It is common in many countries for students to study and work together to prepare for exams.  This is 

okay in the United States as well; however, once in the classroom, students are expected to work on 

their own.  Students cannot copy or discuss answers with each other during an exam unless specifically 

instructed otherwise.  It is important in the U.S. education system that each student be evaluated 

individually on his or her own work. 

 

 Cheating is defined as copying someone else’s work, or taking prohibited information or tools to an 

exam. 

 Plagiarism is defined as copying the work of someone else and not naming them as your source.  In 

the U.S., this will be perceived as an attempt by you to utilize the ideas or words of another person 

as your own.  Plagiarism is one of the most serious violations of academic conduct standards in the 

U.S., and it can ruin your academic career.  When you are writing a paper, you research many 

sources and then present or summarize other people’s ideas, but you must name and identify your 

sources.  This also applies to the papers of other students potentially including your previous work.  

Discussing ideas for a paper with friends is fine, but it is not acceptable to hand in papers that are 

the same as your friends’ or to let someone else write your paper for you, even though the ideas are 

yours. 
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At Oglethorpe, all students, faculty, and staff are expected to abide by the University Honor Code. The 

Honor Code is intended preserve academic integrity. To do this, students are expected not to cheat or 

receive any unauthorized aid on any academic assignments. This includes taking the steps necessary to 

avoid plagiarism.  If you need help with understanding citations or plagiarism, go to the Academic 

Success Center, located in the A_LAB in the TLCC for instruction. The research librarians in the library are 

also excellent sources of help for understanding these concepts.  The Honor Code also establishes the 

procedures that will be used when a student is accused of academic dishonesty.  Students are expected 

to sign the Oglethorpe Honor Code pledge on all academic assignments.  See 

http://oglethorpe.edu/academics/honor-code/ for more information.  

 

The Honor Code pledge reads:  

“I pledge that I have acted honorably.”  

 

Any student suspected of academic dishonesty will be reported to the University Honor Council. 

Likewise, if you suspect someone is acting with academic dishonesty, it is your responsibility to report 

them to the Honor Council. 

 

The Honor Council consists of student and faculty representatives who review, investigate, and 

ultimately determine the outcome for each case.  

The Code of Conduct 

Oglethorpe University expects students to conduct themselves in a manner supportive of the 

educational mission of the institution. The Oglethorpe University student conduct system is founded 

upon the values of our Code of Student Conduct: Integrity, Respect, and Intellectual and Personal 

Development. 

 

•Integrity: Be trustworthy, honest, fair, and ethical. 

•Respect: Be civil. Value the dignity of each person and honor the property of others. 

•Development: Be accountable for your actions and your intellectual and personal growth in a diverse 

population. 

 

Oglethorpe University expects every student to know the code, whether studying here for only one 

semester or for several years.  The code can be found here: http://conduct.oglethorpe.edu/. 

Student Services 

Below you will find just a sample of the many departments and offices at Oglethorpe and the services 

each can offer you.  

 

The Atlanta Laboratory for Learning (A_LAB) 

The Atlanta Laboratory for Learning, or A_LAB, is Oglethorpe’s hub for experiential learning and houses 

the Civic Engagement, Global Education (including International Student Services), Career Development, 

and the Academic Success Center. 

 

The A_LAB is located on the top floor of the Turner-Lynch Campus Center. 

http://oglethorpe.edu/academics/honor-code/
http://conduct.oglethorpe.edu/
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Academic Success  

Our academic success offerings provide Oglethorpe students with a wide range of services designed not 

only to address academic challenges but to help students set and achieve their academic goals.  These 

exemplary academic support programs within a welcoming environment, include: 

 1-on-1 Peer Tutoring 

 Supplemental Instruction 

 Writing Center – help with writing papers, reviewing, editing. 

 Accessibility Services 

 Academic Coaching and Advising 

 Adult Student Advising 

 Comfortable and quiet study spaces with white boards and computers for student use 

The most successful students take advantage of all the resources and support made available to them.  

There is no fee for use of the services. 

 

Civic Engagement  

The A_LAB’s civic engagement staff promote and coordinate volunteer opportunities, build partnerships 

within the community and prepare students to be engaged citizens. Furthermore, they coordinate with 

faculty to create practical opportunities to test classroom theory. They offer four annual Days of Service 

and coordinate service-learning Alternative Break trips to New Orleans in January, and Guatemala and 

Florida during spring break. In addition, they coordinate with campus groups and community partners to 

offer service projects and learning opportunities throughout the academic year that further develop 

student relationships with the city of Atlanta and foster deeper understanding of service.  

 

For more information, you may contact Dr. Matt Wild, Faculty Liaison to Civic Engagement and Service-

Learning at mwild@oglethorpe.edu.  

 

Global Education   

The A_LAB’s global education office helps students expand their education in classrooms around the 

world through study abroad. Through a growing global network of partnerships, agreements, and for-

credit, short-term programs sponsored by the University, Oglethorpe offers an exciting array of 

opportunities for international education. 

 
For more information please contact:  

Dr. Stephen Herschler 

Director, Global Education 

404.364.8899 

sherschler@oglethorpe.edu 

Career Development 

Career Development assists current students and alumni with career exploration, planning, and 

decision-making. Their mission is to help students integrate their liberal arts education into their 

professional career identity. Specifically, they assist with enhancing self-awareness; developing a 

personal brand; exploring career options; and obtaining career-related experiences through internships.  

file:///C:/Users/Todd/Desktop/mwild@oglethorpe.edu
mailto:sherschler@oglethorpe.edu
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For more information please contact:  

Ms. Erin Sherrill Director of Career Development 

esherrill@oglethorpe.edu  
404-504-1993 

 

Counseling Center 

Oglethorpe offers free, confidential, on-campus counseling services to all students. If you are 

experiencing stress, anxiety, depression, suicidal thoughts, relationship problems, or dealing with any 

other difficult circumstances or the emotions that surround them, please make use of this free service. 

The Counseling Center provides individual counseling to all students who request it. This treatment 

modality is offered on a weekly basis to work through personal concerns. Individual therapy is generally 

time-limited. 

 

The Counseling Center is located in Goodman Hall. To make an appointment send an email to 

counseling@oglethorpe.edu, stop by the center, or call 404.364.8456. You will be given an appointment 

within the week. Emergency appointments will be given priority. 

 

Philip Weltner Library 

Located in Lowry Hall at the west end of the Academic Quad, the Philip Weltner Library is open almost 

80 hours a week (PLUS a 24-Hour Room with computers and a printer that’s always open) to serve your 

academic needs.  Whether you need help starting your research paper, someone to check your citations, 

or just a nice place to study or collaborate, you can find it there. The library provides access to the 

libraries of nearly all Atlanta-area colleges (in addition to our own collections). Furthermore, through 

our inter-library loan services, we’ll obtain books or articles from nearly any library in the world. There’s 

hardly any resource that they can’t help you find. (And if there is one that they can’t get, they’ll help you 

find another resource.)  

 

The library also offers information literacy and research classes throughout the year open to all 

students, and they partner with your professors to provide in-class tutorials on research, source 

evaluation and citations. Finally, they serve as the official archives of the university, holding more than 

10,000 items relating to Oglethorpe history.  

 

Come by or visit http://library.oglethorpe.edu for more information.  If there’s something you need, just 

ask! 

Housing 

All students are required to live on campus in residence halls for the first three years at Oglethorpe, and 

all Exchange and Rotary students will be expected to live on campus as well.  The Office of Residence 

Life, located on the ground floor of the Turner Lynch Campus Center in the Campus Life offices, is 

responsible for the student housing program at Oglethorpe.  All residential students are automatically 

enrolled in an all-access, unlimited meal plan. This is covered by the room & board rate that appears for 

your housing assignment. 

 

mailto:esherrill@oglethorpe.edu
mailto:counseling@oglethorpe.edu
http://library.oglethorpe.edu/
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There are 7 residence halls—Dempsey, Traer, Jacobs, Alumni, Schmidt, Jobe-Hansen, and Bowden-

Magbee. All rooms have a bed, dresser, closet, and desk for each student.    

 

Dempsey, Schmidt and Traer halls are reserved for freshmen or first-year students. The first floor of 

Jobe-Hansen, and the third floor of both Jacobs and Alumni halls are reserved for first-year students. All 

other dorms are reserved for upperclassmen (all students not in their first year).  

 

Adjusting to dorm life can be tough, especially when you feel that there is no one whom you can ask for 

help, or feel that your questions are not important.  Your Orientation Leaders and Residence Assistants 

(RAs) are people that you can turn to for such help.  They are available for any questions you may have.  

 

It is occasionally possible to change your room or residence hall for various reasons.  If you are not 

satisfied with the place where you live, you should first talk to your RA or someone in the Residence Life 

Office, who will help you work through the process. 

 

For more specific information, check the Residence Life web site at: reslife.oglethorpe.edu/housing. 

 

**Please note that international students who are 18 or younger may be placed in a first-year hall, even if this is 

not their first year in university.** 

Fall, Thanksgiving, Winter, and Spring Breaks 

There will be four official breaks from classes during the regular academic year (August through May).  

You should always refer to the official academic calendar for specific days.  You will not be charged for 

meals during breaks if the dining hall is closed.  For the dates and instructions on break, go to the 

Residence Life web site at reslife@oglethorpe.edu.  

 

Fall Break typically lasts for two days in mid-October, and many students travel, visit friends, or simply 

stay on campus. 

 

During Thanksgiving Break, typically the Wednesday through Friday of Thanksgiving week, most 

Americans will celebrate Thanksgiving with their families or with one another on campus.  If you are 

staying on campus during Thanksgiving Break, be aware that the Petrel’s Nest dining hall will be closed, 

and plan accordingly for your meals during this time. 

 

The time between Fall Semester and Spring Semester is called Winter Break.  The University, including 

the residence halls will close for approximately 3 weeks from Mid-December to early January, and 

students will not be allowed to remain on campus, but you can leave your belongings in your room.  

Begin planning early in the semester for what you will be doing during Winter Break – you will be 

required to make your own arrangements for where you will live and where you will eat during the 

period when the residence halls are closed.  

 

During Spring Break (for one week) the residence halls will remain open, but there will be no food 

service.  You should also plan for food expenses for this week, as you will not be billed for the Dining Hall 

during Spring Break. 

 

For exact dates of breaks and other important housing information, visit reslife.oglethorpe.edu. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Todd/Desktop/reslife.oglethorpe.edu/housing
http://hub.oglethorpe.edu/registrar/academic-calendars/
mailto:reslife@oglethorpe.edu
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The Office of Residence Life is located on the lower level of the Turner Lynch Campus Center. 

To contact Residence Life please contact: residencelife@oglethorpe.edu  

Campus Safety 

Oglethorpe’s campus is patrolled 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by campus safety officers. The Campus 

Safety department offers a wide variety of services and some of these include: 

 Background checks 

 Dorm unlocks 

 Vehicle assist (Battery jump, door unlock) 

 Escort service (available 24 hours) 

 Neighborhood Safety Check 

 Marta Pickup (Brookhaven Train Station) 10:00 PM to 6:00 AM 

 Looking Out for You 

 Safety courses (on campus/around town) 

For on-campus emergencies, please call campus safety at 404.504.1998 

 

Campus Safety is located in the Oglethorpe Gate House and the Director of Campus Safety is located in 

Campus Life offices in the Turner Lynch Campus Center.  

 

To contact the campus safety: 

 

Campus Security (Phone answered 24 hours a day): 404.504.1998 

Campus Safety Director, Mr. Dwayne Smalls: dsmalls@oglethorpe.edu  

 

Health & Wellness  

Health Services 

Our university health services are provided by our neighbor, SmartCare Urgent Care. There are two 

plans that cover Oglethorpe student co-pays and provide students with access to a SmartCare physician 

for minor illnesses or injuries without having to worry about having payment on hand. These plans do 

NOT take the place of health insurance, but rather provide immediate access to health care at a reduced 

fee. 

 

For more information about the plans available to Oglethorpe students, please visit 

health.oglethorpe.edu.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding immunizations and health at Oglethorpe, please contact 

the Office of Campus Life at healthinfo@oglethorpe.edu.  

 
***For ALL Life-Threatening emergencies dial 911 from any phone. *** 
 
 

mailto:residencelife@oglethorpe.edu
mailto:dsmalls@oglethorpe.edu
http://health.oglethorpe.edu/
mailto:healthinfo@oglethorpe.edu
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When and Where to find Health Care 

 Not Urgent Urgent Emergency/Life 
Threatening 

Examples Runny, Itchy nose and 
sinuses (unless it persists 
for several weeks) 
 
Bruises, small cuts and 
scrapes 
 
Headache 
 
Slight Fever 
 
Coughing, sore throat 

Severe pain anywhere in 
your body, especially with 
fever 
 
Asthma (when not 
responding to medication) 
 
Possible fracture or 
dislocation 
 
Urinary Tract Infection 
 
Laceration requiring 
stitches 
 
Major bee sting reaction – 
hives, wheezing, swelling 
 
Prolonged (24 hours plus) 
of vomiting/diarrhea 
 
Persistent thoughts about 
committing harm to self or 
others 

Difficulty breathing 
 
Major injury (ex: open 
chest wound with trouble 
breathing, spinal or neck 
injury with loss of 
consciousness) 
 
Unconscious or minimally 
responsive (ex: drug or 
alcohol overdose) 
 
Convulsion that will not 
stop 

Where to Go SmartCare adjacent to 
Campus 

SmartCare adjacent to 
Campus 

Off Campus emergency 
resources – CALL 911, then 
Campus Safety AND your 
Residence Advisor 

 

Urgent Care 

Instead of staffing an on-campus clinic, Oglethorpe students have access health care right next door to 

campus on Peachtree Road, with SmartCare.  Their phone number is Phone: (404) 814-9199, and they are 

open Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, and Sat-Sun 9am-6pm. 

 

On weekends, or after hours if you become urgently ill, you should first call your RA on duty or Campus 

Safety, who will know how to obtain help for you. Emergency numbers are posted outside the RA doors 

as well as near entry doors to the residence halls. 

 

Calling 911 

Remember, this is not for sore throats, nausea, and light fever – unless you are concerned that it is 

indicative of a more severe, life-threatening situation.  If you call 911 from a cell phone while on campus, 

be sure to call Campus Safety at 404-504-1998 as well, to let them know so that they can assist the 

ambulance.  There is no charge for the Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) to come, but if you are 

transported in an ambulance, there is a significant fee that your insurance may or may not cover, 

depending on your insurance.  BUT if it is an emergency, CALL!!! 
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After-Hours Mental Health Emergencies 

The Oglethorpe Counseling Center is open 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday.  After these hours, 

in the event of a mental health emergency, you should contact your RA, and then Campus Safety, just as 

above with the Urgent Care instructions.  Additional resources can be found on the OU Website at 

http://counseling.oglethorpe.edu . 

 

Smoking on Campus 

Smoking is banned in many public areas in the United States.  At Oglethorpe, there are restrictions 
about where smoking is allowed.  Tobacco use, including vape, is restricted to use at eight tobacco 
stations across campus. This policy applies to all students, faculty, staff and visitors, so if you have guests 
on university property, be sure to inform them of the tobacco policy as well. Tobacco products are 
defined as cigarettes, e-cigarettes, vaporizers, cigars, pipes, cigarillos, bidis, hookahs, all forms of 
smokeless tobacco, and any other smoking devices that simulate the use of tobacco.  See the Appendix 
of this handbook for our complete tobacco policy.   

Sexual Misconduct Resources   

Oglethorpe University will take action to minimize incidents and recurrence of sexual misconduct, 

harassment and violence.  The university, along with the U.S. Department of Education and its Office for 

Civil Rights (OCR), believes that providing all students with an educational environment free from 

discrimination is extremely important. The sexual harassment of students, including sexual violence, 

interferes with students’ right to receive an education free from discrimination and, in the case of sexual 

violence, is a crime. 

 

Oglethorpe prohibits all forms of sexual misconduct, which include but are not limited to sexual 

assault/rape, sexual harassment, gender-based harassment, stalking, dating violence, domestic violence, 

sexual coercion or intimidation, and sexual exploitation.  This policy applies to students, faculty, staff, 

other individuals associated with the university, and third parties. The university actively encourages all 

members of the community to report and take action to make the university a safe, welcoming, and 

respectful environment.  The university hosts mandatory extensive and ongoing training for employees 

and students and conducts climate surveys to assess and develop programs and policies. Oglethorpe 

University is committed to prevention because all members of the community have the right to be free 

from any form of sexual violence, discrimination, and harassment. 

 
You can find all related resources on sexual misconduct at: http://conduct.oglethorpe.edu/sexual-

misconduct-policies/  AND in the bulletin. 

Culture Shock 

Culture Shock!  The term sounds horrible.  For some, culture shock is very difficult; however, most of 

you will adjust well to life in Atlanta, Georgia, and the U.S.  In this section, we discuss things to make the 

adjustment process easier. 

 

http://counseling.oglethorpe.edu/
http://conduct.oglethorpe.edu/sexual-misconduct-policies/
http://conduct.oglethorpe.edu/sexual-misconduct-policies/


39 

 

  

Whenever you travel to a new culture, you go through experiences that are common across the globe.  

The graph below shows some of the changes your emotions may experience while you attend Oglethorpe.  

You may have gone through some of these phases already, or you may be going through them for a second 

time, and for some this is all new. 

 

 
The Pre-departure Phase describes the preparatory period before traveling.  It is what you go through in 

your home country before you leave for Atlanta.  This includes your decision to leave home, choosing 
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Oglethorpe, preparing for the trip, and among other things, worrying about your family or significant 

other.  You will probably experience a gradual increase in your emotional excitement level.  This phase 

ends as you leave home. 

The Orientation Phase begins with your early experiences at Oglethorpe.  Some call this phase the 

Spectator or Honeymoon Phase because you often feel like a spectator in this phase and it can be a lot of 

fun.  You will experience a lot of changes in emotions.  Sometimes things will seem unbelievable.  You may 

look at Americans as if you are looking at aliens because of their different cultural patterns.  Generally, 

you are very alert through this phase, but also very passive – like a spectator. 

The Getting Involved Phase begins when you no longer can be passive and must start getting involved 

with everyday life.  For most people, it starts when school begins.  You must make friends in class, speak 

with professors, deal with roommates, wash your clothes and understand American slang – to name just 

a few adjustments.  At first, you may feel a sense of frustration because you need to make a lot of 

adjustments.  This phase is different from the Orientation Phase because instead of avoiding unpleasant 

situations, you see them as challenges to be overcome.  The emotional intensity differs from person to 

person more in this phase than in any other phase.  During the Getting Involved Phase, cultures first 

begin to clash.  The amount of value differences, and how one handles these cross-cultural battles are 

important in determining how easy or difficult the Getting Involved Phase will be for someone.  Flexible 

people will only have small adjustments whereas others will feel as if they are riding a roller coaster of 

emotional highs and lows.  Towards the end of this phase, one may experience a personality or identity 

crisis; perhaps a feeling that you may not belong in either your native culture or the American culture.  

People in this phase also experience feelings that all of life is determined by culture.  At this point, you 

move to the next stage. 

The Shock Phase strikes people who are both successful and unsuccessful in their initial efforts to adapt.  

Very few people who pass through this phase actually recognize that they are in it.  Even people who 

have gotten along great with Americans and American culture find themselves in short depressions and 

lethargic but cannot identify the reason why.  Below are some characteristics of the Shock Phase: 

 Preoccupations with personal cleanliness 

 Easily angered 

 Feel that Americans’ helpful suggestions are actually rude criticisms 

 Not studying English 

 More frequent use of swear words 

 Felling lonely 

 Difficulty in communicating with others 

 Desire to be around people from your home country but not wanting others to see you in your 
depressed state 

 Too much time to feel sorry for yourself 

Hopefully sooner rather than later you begin to adjust but if you feel depressed or hopeless, reach out 

for help.  Your mentors, RAs, ResLife staff, DSO and ISS Staff, counselors in the Counseling Center, and 

Campus Chaplain are all helpful resources for you on campus.  Often this phase concludes at the end of 

the semester or beginning of the new semester, at which point you enter the next stage. 
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The Adaptation Phase begins when you start to identify with others and you no longer feel that Atlanta 

or Oglethorpe are foreign to you.  Identifying with others in the Oglethorpe international community, 

friends in your major, or people at a near-by coffee shop can be the point of entry into this phase.  You 

feel firmly adapted when you feel that American friends accept you as an important member of the 

group.  You feel as if you are part of the OU community and not someone still trying to enter it.  It is 

sometimes unknowingly marked by changes in the way you dress, walk, and act around others.  You will 

still probably have short experiences in which you feel you are in the Shock Phase, but this is part of the 

adjustment process and will pass.  This phase is a long phase and ends with your re-entry into your 

home country. 

The Re-entry Phase begins when you arrive home.  Almost everyone expects it to be easy and is very 

excited.  Unfortunately, the changes you have gone through are so great that the expectations of easily 

adapting to life in Tegucigalpa, Harare, Zurich, Beijing, Caracas – your home – is very difficult and you 

will go through these phases again, generally much quicker but also much more intensely.  Good luck! 

Hints to Adapting to a Foreign Culture 

It is never easy adapting to a foreign culture, so here are some tips for adapting. Sometimes these are 

hard to do when you are not feeling so well, but if you keep them in mind it may make the process 

easier.   

Keep an open mind.   Maintain a sense of humor. 

Try to avoid judgement of things that are 

unfamiliar.  

Expect ups and downs.  Remember an emotional 
roller coaster is part of the adaptation process. 

Establish a routine and practice self-reliance. Try something new. 

Try to talk with Americans even if you must push 

yourself. 

Practice self-care (eat well, get enough sleep, 

exercise) 

Be flexible. Expect differences. Try to avoid 

judging yourself or comparing yourself to others. 

Ask for help! 

 

Parking Permits 

For students bringing a car on campus, you must have an Oglethorpe parking permit or you may get a 

parking ticket. Permits are available for purchase at http://safety.oglethorpe.edu/parking/.  See map in 

the appendix for parking zones. 

IT Services 

The Office of Information Technology Services (ITS) supports all technology resources available to 

students of Oglethorpe University. Services include:  

http://safety.oglethorpe.edu/parking/
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OASIS 

OASIS (Oglethorpe University Administrative and Student Information System) allows students to check 

their schedule, view their unofficial transcript, file a maintenance or IT request, register for classes, 

enter time sheets online, and more.   

 

Make sure you familiarize yourself with OASIS and how to use it. oasis.oglethorpe.edu   

 

IT Services Helpdesk 

https://help.oglethorpe.edu  

 

The IT Services Helpdesk is a resource to assist with student’s IT needs and concerns. 

 

The Helpdesk office is located on the ground floor of the Philip Weltner Library. The hours of operation 

are 8:30am – 5:30pm. 

  

From the helpdesk online, you may submit a help request for service on issues with cable, OASIS, 

printing, photocopiers, and multimedia. Helpdesk Online is easy to use and is the fastest way to ensure 

you get service. 

 

To contact the help desk contact: 404.364.8880 or HelpDesk@oglethorpe.edu. 

 

Computer Labs 

Oglethorpe currently has three computer labs available to you. Each are equipped with printers. One is 

located in the 24-hour Room in the Library and is open 24 hours a day. The second lab is located in 

Goslin Hall, Room 109. The third lab is located in the Library reference area and has several computers, 

printers, and fax machines available to you during their normal business hours. To access the computers, 

simply log in using your username and password. 

 

Anti-Virus Software 

If you do not have Windows Defender automatically included in your version of windows, Oglethorpe 

University recommends the following for personal use by current students, faculty, and staff. This 

software protects your computer from viruses, spyware, and other security threats. The installation 

instructions are straight-forward. Should you need assistance, please stop by the Helpdesk located in the 

Library. 

 

Students should be aware that they can use: 

 Microsoft Security Essentials (Free) 

 AVG Free version 
 Norton or Trend Micro are discounted for Students here https://oglethorpe.onthehub.com  

 

http://www.oasis.oglethorpe.edu/
https://help.oglethorpe.edu/
mailto:HelpDesk@oglethorpe.edu
https://oglethorpe.onthehub.com/
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Moodle 

Moodle is Oglethorpe University’s web-based classroom enhancement tool. In Moodle, you will find 

eReserves as well as material for many of Oglethorpe’s classes. Such material could consist of the class 

syllabus, notes, lecture slides, assignments and more! 

 

Your faculty member will tell you if and how Moodle is being used for your class and it can be accessed 

at:  http://moodle.oglethorpe.edu 

 

Campus Activities & Involvement  

There are many opportunities for students to get involved on campus. We have compiled a list of some 

of the programs and activities that the University offers throughout the year.  You can find out about 

these activities by watching the e-boards in the TLCC, bulletin boards across campus, from your friends, 

professors, and Resident Assistants, and by reading the SOURCE online.  We encourage everyone to get 

involved in whatever appeals to your interests. 

 

Petrel Points 

Petrel Points are Oglethorpe’s co-curricular graduation requirement, and can be earned from attending 

many types of events across campus.  A Petrel Point event might be an athletic event, a SGA Town Hall, 

lecture, trip, film, visit to the OUMA (Oglethorpe University Museum of Arts), or more!  The intention of 

the petrel points program is to encourage students to become a well-rounded citizen of the University 

and truly experience Oglethorpe outside of the classroom within their first year. Students are given 

their first 2 semesters at the university to complete the 12-point requirement—failure to do so can 

result in restrictions to register for classes. Professors frequently mention petrel point events in class.   

 

For more information visit: http://sel.oglethorpe.edu/petrel-points/  

 

Campus Organizations 

There are many organizations available on campus in which students may join and become involved.  If 

you are not familiar with the concept of student organizations, they are clubs which students can join 

outside of their academic pursuits at OU.  You are encouraged to join at least one organization, but may 

get involved in as many as you would like.  The choice is completely up to you. 

 

Our student organizations vary in purpose and include academic and honors organizations, Greek life, 

causes, community service, religious groups, special interest clubs, and club sports. If you are interested 

in an organization not offered at OU, creating a new student organization is easy—find out more at 

connect.oglethorpe.edu.  

 

The Source 

The Source is Oglethorpe’s home for news, stories and announcements:  source.oglethorpe.edu  

 

http://moodle.oglethorpe.edu/
http://sel.oglethorpe.edu/petrel-points/
http://connect.oglethorpe.edu/
http://www.source.oglethorpe.edu/
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Athletics  

Oglethorpe offers both competitive University athletic teams and intramural teams.  

 

Men’s teams include: baseball, basketball, cross country, golf, lacrosse, soccer, tennis, and track & field.  

Women’s teams include: basketball, cross country, golf, lacrosse, soccer, tennis, track & field, and 

volleyball.  

 

For more information visit: gopetrels.com 

 

  

http://gopetrels.com/
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LIFE IN ATLANTA 

 

Georgia Laws and Oglethorpe Policies 

Drugs and Alcohol 

Many drugs, except those sold in pharmacies or prescribed by a doctor, are illegal in the United States.  

In Georgia, alcohol may not be consumed by people under 21 years of age.  This does not mean that 

students at Oglethorpe do not take illegal drugs or do not drink alcohol.  Some do, and then can get into 

trouble with police, with Immigration officials (if they are international students), or with the school 

administration.  Consequences for disobeying Georgia and federal laws may lead to substantial fines, jail 

time (in serious cases), suspension or expulsion by the school, and even deportation. 

 

Various mentor group activities will discuss the realities of drug and alcohol use at Oglethorpe.  The 

consequences of breaking rules and regulations concerning drugs and alcohol, especially for 

international students, are severe.  For a complete discussion of Oglethorpe’s alcohol policy, see the 

Oglethorpe Code of Student Conduct in the Bulletin at http://bulletin.oglethorpe.edu. 

 

In addition to prohibiting them from consuming alcohol, Georgia State Law also does not allow people 

under 21 to purchase or possess alcoholic beverages.  It also prohibits anyone from selling or providing 

alcoholic beverages to someone under that age of 21.  By law, establishments require proof of age, by a 

Georgia ID card or another country’s passport, to serve alcoholic beverages.  These laws may vary 

greatly from your accustomed practices of home country laws.  Yet, as an international student, you 

should know the laws and their consequences, as you will be held responsible for them. 

 

Title IX & Sexual Misconduct 

Title IX is a section of the Education Amendments of 1972, a federal law that provides that: “No person 

in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits 

of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial 

assistance.”  At U.S. universities and colleges, sexual harassment and assault are treated as violations of 

Title IX, but Title IX also covers other forms of sex and gender discrimination that create barriers to 

students’ educational experience at Oglethorpe.   

 

Sexual misconduct is defined by the Oglethorpe Student Code of Conduct, and can be found in the 

Bulletin, section 12.3, under Campus Life, and includes, but is not limited to sexual assault/rape, sexual 

harassment, gender-based harassment, stalking, dating violence, domestic violence, sexual coercion or 

intimidation, and sexual exploitation.  Sexual misconduct is not only a violation of individual rights and 

dignity, but also erodes the values that are important to the University community, and will not be 

tolerated at Oglethorpe.  The University attempts to create and maintain a positive living, working, and 

learning environment in which community members are aware of and respect the rights of others and in 

which individuals take responsibility for their own actions. Sexual harassment and violence are not only 

violations of Oglethorpe’s policies, but also can be prosecuted by Georgia and U.S. laws.  Prosecution of 

these offenses has strong implications for international students’ status and your place within the 

http://bulletin.oglethorpe.edu/
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Oglethorpe Community.  Visit http://conduct.oglethorpe.edu/sexual-misconduct-policies/ for more 

information.  

 

Consent 

Consent is defined as conduct or words that indicate a person freely agrees to engage in a sexual act at 

the time of the act.  It can only be given by individuals over 18 years old, as those under age 18 are 

classified as minors.  Moreover, consent must involve a clear, vocal “yes,” and it is NOT the same as the 

absence of a “no.” Consent can always be withdrawn, cannot be obtained by coercion, and cannot be 

given by anyone who is mentally or physically incapacitated due to, for example, alcohol or drug use.  

You will learn about consent at a New Student Orientation and throughout your time at Oglethorpe, as 

consent is a highly valued and defended concept within our community.   

Definition of Consent from the Oglethorpe University Bulletin:  Consent is a clear, informed, 

unambiguous, mutual and voluntary agreement that must be given by participants in order to engage in 

sexual activity. Consent must be actively, not passively, given throughout the activity and may be 

revoked at any time. Neither a prior relationship nor silence is a sufficient indication of consent. A 

person who is asleep, drugged, intoxicated, under the influence of alcohol or other drugs, or 

unconscious may not give consent. A minor or a person whose capacity or ability to provide informed 

consent is impaired may not give consent. Being under the influence of alcohol or drugs does not 

diminish one’s responsibility to obtain consent. If a person is under the influence of alcohol or drugs—

even if they were consumed prior to the sexual encounter and the other person has no knowledge of 

the consumption—may not be able to give consent as it is defined by Georgia law. Likewise, an 

individual accused of sexual assault or misconduct does not avoid responsibility because he/she was 

under the influence of alcohol or other drugs. 

In determining a violation of policy and determining whether consent was given, the following will also 

be considered: 

 “Force” is the use or threat of physical violence to overcome an individual’s freedom of will to 

choose whether or not to participate in sexual activity or provide consent. Consent obtained by 

force is not valid.   

 “Intimidation” is the use of implied threats to overcome an individual’s freedom of will to 

choose whether or not to participate in sexual activity or provide consent. Consent obtained by 

intimidation is not valid. 

 “Coercion” is the improper use of pressure to compel another individual to initiate or continue 

sexual activity against that individual’s will. Consent obtained through coercion is not 

valid.  Coercion can include a wide range of behaviors, including intimidation, manipulation, 

threats, and blackmail. A person’s words or conduct are sufficient to constitute coercion if they 

wrongfully impair another individual’s freedom of will and ability to choose whether or not to 

engage in sexual activity. Examples of coercion include, but are not limited to, threatening to 

“out” someone based on sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression and 

threatening to harm oneself if the other party does not engage in the sexual activity. When 

someone indicates, verbally or physically, that they do not want to engage in a particular sexual 

http://conduct.oglethorpe.edu/sexual-misconduct-policies/
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activity, that they want to stop a particular activity, or that they do not want to go past a certain 

point of sexual interaction, continued activity or pressure to continue beyond that point can be 

coercive. The University will evaluate the following in determining whether coercion was used: 

(a) the frequency of the application of pressure, (b) the intensity of the pressure, (c) the degree 

of isolation of the person being pressured, and (d) the duration of the pressure.  

   

Be Proactive in Preventing Sexual Violence: 

 Actively participate in Oglethorpe’s culture of consent. 

 Consider getting involved with “Step Up”, a bystander intervention program. 

 Take care of yourself and others.  Do not leave individuals behind if they are intoxicated or if 
they are with strangers, especially at parties. 

 Trust your intuition.  If you feel ill at ease about a situation, speak up for yourself and others and 
remove yourself (and others) from the situation. 

 Try not to walk home alone at night and stay in well-lit, higher-traffic areas. 

 Take advantage of Campus Security’s escort policy – ask for an escort if you feel you need it. 

If You Have Experienced Sexual Assault 

Cases of sexual misconduct involving students, faculty, staff, or other third parties should be reported 

immediately to the University, police, or both.  To file a complaint and initiate the University’s discipline 

process for an alleged violation of this policy, contact any of the people listed below.  They will explain 

the complaint procedures and discipline process, as well as coordinate the University’s response with 

the hearing coordinator. 

Title IX Coordinator: Cindy Vaios (404-364-8479) 

Deputy Title IX Coordinator: Sandy Butler (404) 364-8325 

Dean of Students: Michelle Hall (404-364-8336) 

Assistant Dean of Students, Director of Residence Life, or a member of the residence life staff (404-364-

8520) 

Campus safety (404-504-1188) 

The Director of Counseling (404- 364-8456) (Confidential Resource) 

After business hours, the residence life staff member on call or campus safety director may be contacted 

by calling campus safety (404-504-1998). 

If you or someone you know has experienced sexual assault, it is important to seek immediate medical 

attention.  The University also strongly encourages students to report all crimes to the Brookhaven 

Police Department.  Filing a police report will provide legal documentation in the event of a future 

offense by the same person, or if the decision is made to prosecute in the future.  Filing a police report is 

distinct from making a complaint through the University’s discipline process. The University provides all 
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students with resources and procedures at http://conduct.oglethorpe.edu/sexual-misconduct-

policies/sexual-misconduct-policy-resources/ that contains information about policy, next steps, and 

resources. 

Prevention of sexual misconduct requires commitment from all members of the community. The county 

and city provide resources for victims of sexual assault and misconduct via the 911 emergency system 

and Day League, 24-hour hotline: (404) 377-1428. 

MARTA 

MARTA is the public transportation system in Atlanta. It includes a heavy rail rapid transit train and bus 

service. The Oglethorpe/Brookhaven train station is just a short walk from campus and there is a bus 

stop right outside the gate.  

 

You pay for MARTA trips on a Breeze Card, which you can purchase at any train station, or discounted 

monthly passes are available in the bookstore. One way trips cost $2.50 USD.  

 

For more information about MARTA stops and directions, visit www.itsmarta.com.  

ZipCar 

Zipcar is the world’s largest car sharing service, giving you convenient access to vehicles located in cities, 

airports and campuses all over the world. Simply reserve cars by the hour or day, all for one low rate. 

There is a Zipcar location on the Oglethorpe Campus in the staff parking lot next to Hearst Hall.  To join 

ZipCar, go to http://www.zipcar.com/universities.  

 Self-service access to cars 24/7 

 Low hourly and daily rates include gas and insurance 

 Reserve online or using your mobile device – in seconds 

 Cars located right on campus 

 Good for the environment 

 

Driver’s License 

Every GA resident who operates any motor vehicle (car, truck, or motorcycle) must have a driver’s 

license.  The operation of an automobile without a valid operator’s license is illegal, punishable by fine 

and sometimes by jail sentence.  It is also illegal to permit another person who has no valid license to 

drive an automobile. 

As an international student, you have at least two forms of picture identification – your passport and 

your OU Petrel Pass.  We recommend if you will be here for longer than a semester, that you consider 

getting a Georgia (GA) I.D. card or a Georgia Driver’s License.  These two cards, which look identical 

except for the title, are the standard forms of identification here and are usually required when making 

financial transactions, especially when writing checks, and at some other times, such as when an age 

check is necessary (i.e. purchase of cigarettes and alcohol, restricted movies at the theater).  You do not 

http://conduct.oglethorpe.edu/sexual-misconduct-policies/sexual-misconduct-policy-resources/
http://conduct.oglethorpe.edu/sexual-misconduct-policies/sexual-misconduct-policy-resources/
http://www.itsmarta.com/
http://www.zipcar.com/universities
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want to risk losing your passport by carrying it with you at all times, and some places will not accept a 

passport as a legitimate form of identification. 

Be aware also that if you are applying for a visa to another country while in the U.S., and you have to 

leave your passport at that embassy, you will not have a valid ID to board a plane to return to campus 

without an official GA I.D. or Driver’s License.  Both can be used domestically (within the U.S.) to board a 

plane. 

Obtaining a Georgia driver’s license is simple, and complete instructions can be found at 

https://dds.georgia.gov/ .  To get your driver’s license in the United States you will need to take a 

written test and a road test at the Department of Driver Services or DDS. The closest DDS to Oglethorpe 

is located at 8610 Roswell Road, Suite 710, Atlanta, GA 30350 

When you go get your license, you will need to bring:  

 Social Security Card.  If you do not have a SSN, you will need to bring, Form SSA-L676 SSN CARD 
DENIAL NOTICE. You can get this from: Social Security Office, Suite 2860 Floor 28, 401 W 
Peachtree St NW, Atlanta, GA 30308 

 Passport 

 Home Driver’s License, if you have one 

 $20 

 2 Proofs of Residence 

You do not need an appointment to take your written test, however you DO need to schedule an 

appointment and have a car to drive during the road test. If you would like for your written test to be in 

your native language, make sure to request that.  

 

Car Insurance and Accidents 

In Georgia, you are required to have liability insurance to help pay for injuries or damages you might 

cause to someone else because of a car accident. You'll need to have proof of this insurance to register 

your car in GA.  The operator of a motor vehicle must present evidence of insurance upon request from 

a law enforcement officer. (See more information at http://www.dmv.org/ga-georgia/car-

insurance.php) 

A driver involved in any accident should seek advice at once.  At the time of the accident, someone 

should be asked to telephone for police assistance.  The police will arrange for tow trucks and 

ambulance if they are needed.  Be sure to write down the name, address, phone number, car license 

plate number, and automobile insurance company of any other persons/cars involved in the accident.  

At the very least, the police will require that you fill out a written report within five days following the 

accident.  Do not leave the scene of an accident until told to do so by the police, and notify your 

insurance company immediately. 

https://dds.georgia.gov/
http://www.dmv.org/ga-georgia/car-insurance.php
http://www.dmv.org/ga-georgia/car-insurance.php
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Weather 

In Atlanta the weather is generally hot in the summer, warm in spring and fall and mildly cold in the 

winter—with rare snow or ice. There is regular rain in Atlanta, so you will want to have an umbrella or 

rain coat and maybe some rain boots. 

Money and Banking 

Finances 

It is not safe to carry large amounts of money with you in the United States. Therefore, when you arrive, you 

will want to consider opening a bank account. Be practical about your finances.  Plan for how you will 

finance your entire education at Oglethorpe, not only your first year.  Remember that in addition to tuition, 

room and board, and insurance costs, you will need funds for travel, books, clothing and recreation.  You 

must also plan for your summer/winter vacation living and traveling expenses, as they are not included in 

your room and board fees.   

 

It is best to open a checking account that has a debit card available.  There are many banks to choose from. 

Wells Fargo typically attends the International Students Orientation, but any bank will be able to provide 

appropriate services.  The closest banks to the University are: 

 

SunTrust (ATM also on campus) 

 4030 Peachtree Road NE 

 Atlanta, GA 30319 

 470-255-4130 

 Mon-Thu: 9:00AM – 4:00PM 

 Fri: 9:00AM – 6:00PM 

 

 

Wells Fargo 

 3890 Peachtree Road NE 

 Atlanta, GA 

 404.865.3470 

 Mon-Fri: 9:00AM-5:00PM 

 Sat: 9:00AM-12:00pm 

 

Community & Southern Bank 

 104 Town Blvd #110 

 Atlanta, GA 30319 

 470.422.1020 

 Mon-Fri: 9:00AM-5:00PM 

 Sat: 10:00AM-2:00pm 

 

 

 

When you open a bank account, the bank will likely ask you for your passport or driver’s license, and Social 

Security Number (SSN). If you do not have a SSN, you can tell the bank that international students are not 

allowed to have a SSN unless they are employed.  

 

If you would like your parents to be able to transfer money into your account, make sure you ask the bank to 

give you the routing information your parents would need to be able to transfer money to you.  
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You will also be able to write checks.  Checks are sometimes used to pay certain bills where cash may be 

inconvenient (particularly if it is a large sum).  Often students use checks to pay their Oglethorpe bill or other 

bills associated with living off-campus, such as rent, electricity, internet service, etc. 

 

Pay attention to the following: 

 The amount written numerically close to the $ sign: it should read “750.00”. 

 The amount written in words: it should read “Seven hundred and fifty dollars and 00/100”.  Many 

people will then draw a line to the preprinted word “dollars” to discourage alteration.  If the check 

were for $701.59, it would be written, “Seven hundred one and 59/100”. 

 

Using an ATM and a Debit Card 

Once you open a bank account, you will be given a debit card or check card. This card is used like a credit 

card except it deducts money directly from your checking account and you will not be billed at the end of 

the month. You may also need a pin number, a 4-digit number that acts as a code or password to your 

account. However, it is important to keep track of your spending, because if you spend more money than 

you have in your account—you will be fined.  

 

You can also use your debit card at an ATM. An ATM allows you to withdraw cash from your account, 

transfer money between savings and checking accounts, deposit cash or checks, view your balance, etc. If 

you use an ATM owned by your own bank, these transactions will be free but if you use an ATM of a 
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different bank, there may be a small fee. SunTrust Bank has an ATM located on campus inside our campus 

center. Occasionally, overseas banks will partner with US banks to form agreements to reduce or eliminate 

fees for ATM use.  Check with your bank at home to see if they have one of these agreements in place. 

 

Money Facts 

In the United States, our coins and bills sometimes have names. Here are some of the most common.  For 

more fun slang terms for money, see: http://writingexplained.org/slang-for-money :  

 

$1 or 100 cents= one, buck, dollar, single 

1 cent = a penny 

5 cents = a nickel 

10 cents = a dime 

25 cents = a quarter 

50 cents = a half-dollar (you won’t see these very often) 

 

Note: There is also a one dollar coin, which is frequently dispensed as change from MARTA ticket machines, 

but not used much in other businesses.  Be sure to check your coins carefully, as this coin is approximately 

the same size as the quarter, and may be either gold or silver in color.  

 

 

 

 

 

The most common currency (note coins are not shown to scale, as they are above.): 

 

Price Estimates 

These are some of the prices you might expect to pay in the United States:  

 Cup of coffee: $2.50-$5 

 Movie ticket: $12-$15 

 Lunch at a restaurant: $7-$10 (for any meal in a restaurant it is common to tip 20% of the total bill) 

http://writingexplained.org/slang-for-money
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 Dinner at a restaurant: $12-$30 

 Textbooks: $70-$200 

 

**Please note that in the United States, textbooks are not provided. You can see which books you need 

for your courses as well as the prices at http://www.bkstr.com/oglethorpestore/home.  

Cell/Mobile Phones 

If you would like to buy a cell phone or have trouble with your current phone, please visit one of these 

locations for assistance.  You can also purchase SIM cards at many stores nearby, such as Publix, Walmart, 

CVS, or Walgreens:  

 

AT&T 

(Located in Town Brookhaven) 

105 Town Blvd 

Atlanta, GA 30319 

404.467.1676 

Mon-Sat 9:00AM-9:00PM 

Sun: 12:00PM-6:00 PM 

 

T-Mobile 

(Located inside the Walmart about 10 

minutes from Oglethorpe.) 

5147 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. 

Chamblee, GA 30341 

770.455.0422 

Mon-Sun: 9:00AM-9:00PM 

 

Verizon 

(Located about 15 minutes from OU) 

3275 Peachtree Rd NE  

Suite 270 

Atlanta, GA 30305 

404.442.9316 

Mon-Sat: 10:00AM-8:00PM 

Sun: 12:00PM-6:00PM 

 

Metro PCS 

2484 Briarcliff Rd NE 

Atlanta, GA 

678.399.8604 

 

 

Food and Groceries 

For food, Oglethorpe has an on-campus dining hall (commonly known on campus as “The Caf” or the “Petrel’s 

Nest”) and Starbucks in the campus center. For students living on campus, a meal plan is included in their 

room and board. For commuting students, meal plans or individual meals are available for purchase through 

The Hub or at the Cashier in the Dining Hall. Our Dining Hall has serves a variety of foods and includes the 

following stations:  

 Grill – serving turkey and veggie burgers (please note they do not serve beef burgers), chicken 
sandwiches, grilled cheese, French fries, omelets and pancakes (at breakfast or brunch), etc. 

 Comforts – serving pot pie, chicken fingers, baked chicken, pasta, cooked veggies, mashed potatoes, 
eggs and hash browns (at breakfast or brunch), and many more. 

 Salad Bar – offers a variety of toppings and dressings to make a perfect salad. 

 Soup – 2 different Soup of the Day options offered daily. 

 Pizza bar 

http://www.bkstr.com/oglethorpestore/home
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 Stir Fry Bar – at this station you choose which noodles and/or rice, cooked with your choice of 
veggies, meat, and sauces. 

 Cereal – cereal is offered all day. 

And more! There is something new and interesting to try every day. 

 

The two closest grocery stores are Kroger and Publix. Publix is just a short walk from campus and is located in 

Town Brookhaven. Kroger is located just past the MARTA station and is open 24 hours.  

 

Publix 

Town Blvd, Brookhaven, GA 30319 

 

Kroger 

3871 Peachtree Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 

 

 

For international groceries, our students frequently visit: 

 

Hmart: 

6035 Peachtree Rd, Atlanta 

770.986.2300 

 

Fiesta Farmers Market:  

4166 Buford Hwy NE, #1115, 

Atlanta, GA 30345 

404.633.3066 

 

Buford Highway Farmers 

Market: 

600 Buford Hwy NE, Doraville, GA 

30340 

770.455.0770 

 

Your DeKalb Farmers Market:  

3000 E Ponce De Leon Ave, 

Decatur, GA 30033 

404.377.6400 

 

Mercada del Pueblo:  

3317 Buford Hwy. NE, Atlanta, 

GA 30329 

404.633.1188 

 

 

Shopping 

In the United States, most prices in retail stores are fixed—meaning you cannot bargain a new price.  The 

price on the shelf or label does not include a 6-7% sales tax (varies from county to county) which will be 

added at the check-out. After you purchase something, you will be given a receipt—this receipt will allow 

you to return items if necessary. 

 

General Purpose:  

 

Walmart 

5147 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. 

Chamblee, GA 30341 

 

Target 

3535 Peachtree Rd NE 

Atlanta, GA 30326 

 

Pharmacy: 

 

Rite Aid 

3964 Peachtree Rd NE 

Atlanta, GA 

 

Publix 

Town Blvd, Town Brookhaven 

Brookhaven, GA 30319 

 

Kroger  
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General Purpose:  

 

3871 Peachtree Rd NE 

Atlanta, GA 

 

 

Shopping Malls: 

 

Lenox Square Mall 

3393 Peachtree Rd NE 

Atlanta, GA 

 

Perimeter Mall 

4400 Ashford Dunwoody Rd NE 

#1360  

Atlanta, GA  

 

Atlantic Station 

Atlantic Town Center 

1380 Atlantic Drive, Suite 14250  

Atlanta, GA 30363 

 

Places to Visit 

CityPASS Atlanta is a great way to see some of the sights of the city, and can be purchased at 

www.citypass.com/atlanta .   

 

Your CityPASS Includes: 

 

 Georgia Aquarium 

 World of Coca-Cola 

 CNN Studio Tours 

 Zoo Atlanta   OR   Center for Civil and Human Rights 

 Fernbank Museum of Natural History   OR   College Football Hall of Fame 

 

There is a lot to see and do in Atlanta, but this list encompasses some of the highlights: 

  

 Georgia Aquarium 

 Zoo Atlanta 

 CNN Center 

 Centennial Olympic Park 

 Piedmont Park 

 World of Coca-Cola 

 Skyview Atlanta Ferris Wheel 

 The Fabulous Fox Theatre 

 Little 5 Points 

 Atlantic Station 

 High Museum of Art 

 The Fernbank Museum 

 The Bodies Exhibit 

 Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 

 Stone Mountain 

 IKEA Store near Atlantic Station 

 

 

 

And so much more! For most lists of what to see in Atlanta, ask your local classmates, Oglethorpe staff or 

faculty, they are sure to have plenty of suggestions!  

http://www.citypass.com/atlanta
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LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES 

 

Date Format in the US 

Remember that in the US, the date is usually written as follows: MM/DD/YYYY or MM/DD/YY, where 

MM=Month, DD=Day, and YY or YYYY=Year. 

 

U.S. Culture 

Americans, like people all over the world, have their own set of values.  Some of these may be different 

from yours and some may be the same.  One important thing to remember when learning about values 

is that they are perceived to be true even if they are not in reality.   

 

The following description of U.S. and OU customs and behaviors is only a generalization; this 

information, although helpful, should be used a guide and not as a prescription.  One of the most helpful 

ways for anyone to learn about customs and behavior is by observing others and asking questions.  It is 

important to realize attitudes and customs vary from person to person, depending on their own 

personal experiences.  Some of the following topics are delicate and may present the greatest cultural 

challenge for international students.  Keep in mind that what follows are descriptions of general 

patterns of behavior. 

 

U.S. Etiquette Basics  

 It is difficult to generalize any culture into universal “dos and don’ts”, but below are generally 

acceptable guidelines for being polite in the United States:  

 Tipping is expected in many situations when you receive a service (for example, you usually tip a 

waiter at a sit-down restaurant, your taxi driver, and your hair stylist). There are many websites 

and mobile apps to help you calculate an appropriate tip.  

 Talking about sensitive topics like money, politics, religion or personal issues is generally only 

done between close friends.  

 Americans generally smile often, even at strangers. This is a basic sign of politeness and should 

not be misinterpreted as something more personal.  

 Treat others as you would like to be treated. Be calm, respectful, and polite with anyone you 

meet.  

 Staring is considered impolite. On the other hand, when you are talking with someone, it is 

important to maintain regular eye contact to show you are interested in the conversation.  

 People generally greet each other with handshakes and do not touch during conversation unless 

they are close friends or relatives. This is especially important when men and women interact.  

 Littering (not throwing away garbage) is very impolite. For example, if you smoke, you should put 

your cigarette ends in a trash can when you are done. 
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Clothing 

At Oglethorpe, and on most U.S. campuses, students dress very informally.  The most common attire for 

both men and women is a pair of blue jeans, a shirt, a sweater, and a small backpack.  Students also 

dress informally off-campus, even when they attend social events such as athletic events and movies.  

Despite this informality, however, a great many U.S. students enjoy dressing up, and you are expected 

to dress up for various special occasions.   

 

In addition to investing in some more dressy clothing, students should allocate enough money for rainy 

weather clothing such as waterproof boots and a rain jacket.  For more, see the section on Weather 

under the section Life in Atlanta. 

 

Conversation 

Casual conversation between Americans can sometimes be confusing.  For example, “How are you?” 

does not necessarily mean that the person asking wants to know how you are feeling.  Most likely, what 

the person means is “Good morning.” or “Hello.”  In response, you may simply smile, nod, and say, 

“Fine, thank you.  How are you?”  Phrases said when departing can be equally confusing.  For instance, 

“See you later”, “Drop by sometime”, or “Let’s get together sometime” are often meant as a friendly 

goodbye, rather than an actual invitation.  Does your own culture have anything similar?  When in 

doubt, do not be too shy to clarify whether it is an invitation or not. 

 

Social Space 

Some cultures tend to have a much closer conversational distance than does U.S. culture.  These subtle 

but important means of nonverbal communication can lead to the stereotype of foreign nationalities as 

forward and abrasive and North Americans as cold and distant.  Conversely, the opposite may be 

perceived by students from a culture having a greater conversational distance than that of North 

Americans. 

 

Just as with conversational distance, personal space may differ across cultures.  When North Americans 

are not acquainted with each other or when they are in public settings, they tend to stand or sit apart.  

For example, in an elevator, Americans will keep their distance unless crowding forces them together.  

The same is true in a bus where people sit one per seat until additional passengers force them to double 

up.  In both examples, North Americans hold themselves in, having been taught from early childhood to 

avoid bodily contact with strangers. 

 

Hygiene 

Caring for one’s body is based on deeply held personal and cultural ideas.  People in the U.S. generally 

believe it important to control the odors a body naturally produces.  Additionally, Americans are 

uncomfortable talking about issues of hygiene, although they may believe that their perceptions of 

appropriate hygiene are understood.  Most cultures value personal hygiene, but personal hygiene 

means different things throughout the world.  
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Attitudes toward body odor vary. In many cultures, body odor is offensive, but some see it as natural. 

When interacting with different cultures, it is important to avoid assumptions. Rather, become informed 

about foreign expectations regarding cleanliness and etiquette.  In some parts of the world, it is 

considered acceptable to forgo deodorant or to shower less than once a day. Conversely, people who 

are not averse to bodily smells should adjust their behavior when abroad. For example, Living American, 

a website detailing American culture, notes "Americans have been taught that the natural smells of their 

body and breath are unpleasant. Most Americans bathe daily, use an underarm deodorant to counteract 

the odor of perspiration, and brush their teeth with toothpaste at least once daily and usually more than 

that ..." 

 

Hair care is an important part of personal hygiene. Living American anticipates that some immigrants 

should take a more active approach to hair care, advising that "Hair should be washed at least twice a 

week and not look greasy." Many Americans have very particular standards regarding female body hair 

and "any hint of body hair is considered highly unattractive. Wax or shave hair under the armpits, on the 

legs and the upper lip and face." 

 

Timing Phone Calls Appropriately 

Except in emergencies, it is best not to call anyone off-campus (i.e. a professor, host family, or 

employment supervisor) before 9:00 AM and after 9:30 PM.  On-campus the rules are more relaxed since 

students tend to stay up late. 

 

Friendship 

Friendship between U.S. and international students may be confusing since definitions and expectations 

of friendships may differ from one culture to another.  In the U.S., for example, friendships may seem to 

develop more quickly and be more casual than in many other cultures.  You may be struck by how warm 

and friendly people seem from the start.  You may soon observe, however, that while Americans seem 

warm at a first meeting, they may later seem remote or superficial.  It often appears to some 

international students that U.S. students are too busy to take the time to get to know other people well.  

Upon closer examination, visitors may notice that they tend to be private, keeping their personal 

thoughts and feelings to themselves.  It is important to remember that these are generalizations and 

there are many exceptions to them.  Some Americans are eager to devote the time and energy 

necessary to develop close friendships and will talk openly with their friends about personal matters. 

Each friendship should be approached with a strategy and attitude specific to the people involved.  It 

may take time to develop close, meaningful friendships, but it is usually worth the investment. 

 

Romantic and Non-Romantic Relationships 

At Oglethorpe, relationships between students are so complex that they are difficult to describe in a few 

paragraphs.  Nonetheless, a few general comments might help since international students sometimes 

find that U.S. dating customs differ from the ones to which they are accustomed.  Much of the social life 

at OU centers on campus life and events.  Students study and eat meals together, go to special lectures, 

movies, or attend sports events together, and non-romantic friendships between men and women are 

common.  Since few students have much money, many split the costs of dates equally.  In heterosexual 
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relationships men still tent to initiate invitations to evening events, but such invitations are also 

suggested by women. 

 

Though it is common for people to do things together in non-dating relationships, it can sometimes be 

difficult to determine what constitutes a dating relationship.  Terminology and extent of physical contact 

vary greatly.  Terms such as “going out” can mean with or without romantic intent. “Hooking up” often 

indicates some degree of sexual activity, generally without serious romantic intent, dating or being 

together; however, this can occur in various degrees of seriousness. 

 

If you are romantically interested in someone, it is appropriate to tell the person that you are interested 

and ask if they would like to have coffee or dinner together. If this person is not interested they will 

likely tell you, “no thank you.” If they say this, do not ask again, being persistent is seen as rude and 

sometimes aggressive.  Remember the Code of Student Conduct! 

 

The amount of physical contact between men and women varies as well.  In U.S. culture, the greatest 

amount of public touching occurs between men and women.  There is generally less between 

heterosexual female friends and very little among heterosexual men.  It is not uncommon to see 

students who do not have an intimate relationship hugging or holding hands. 

 

In the U.S. and at OU, people’s attitudes towards sexual relationships have become more open.  The 

decision whether or not to establish a sexual relationship always rests with the individuals involved.  

Before engaging in sexual activity, it is always important for those involved to give CLEAR consent.  

Those involved can also revoke consent at any time.   

At Oglethorpe, consent is defined as: 

 
 Consent is a clear, unambiguous, and voluntary agreement that must be given by participants in 

order to engage in sexual activity. Consent must be actively, not passively, given throughout the activity 

and may be revoked at any time. Neither a prior relationship nor silence is a sufficient indication of 

consent. A person who is asleep, drugged, intoxicated, or unconscious may not give consent. A minor or a 

person whose capacity or ability to provide informed consent is impaired may not give consent. Being 

under the influence of alcohol or drugs does not diminish one’s responsibility to obtain consent. If a 

person is under the influence of alcohol or drugs—even if they were consumed prior to the sexual 

encounter and the other person has no knowledge of the consumption—may not be able to give consent 

as it is defined by law. Likewise, an individual accused of sexual assault or misconduct does not avoid 

responsibility because he/she was under the influence of alcohol or other drugs. 

 

Students often feel free to talk about sex-related subjects, but should remain respectful of those who 

are uncomfortable with the topic.  Similarly, many sexual relationships tend to be casual.  In all 

situations, it is important to be vocal with a potential intimate partner about your expectations for the 

relationship.  Communication can be an easy fix for misunderstandings and can help you to smoothly 

navigate your relationships. 

 

Homosexuals, usually referred to as gay if they are male and lesbian if they are female, have become 

much more willing than in the past to openly acknowledge their sexual orientation.   
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Some international students are surprised to hear men and women say they are gay, lesbian, bisexual or 

transgender (LGBTQ). There is a growing community of Americans who identify themselves as gay, 

lesbian, bisexual, or transgender and do not believe that it is necessary to keep this a secret. This 

community has become more visible and accepted, and people who are part of this population form a 

respected part of U.S. society. LGBTQ students are accepted and respected on campus.  Still, stereotypes 

against many of these groups unfortunately exist in Atlanta and on campus.  International students will 

still find individuals and communities where conservative traditional ideas about heterosexual and 

homosexual relationships are prevalent.  You will most likely have a professor, classmate, roommate, or 

friend who is gay. Remember to treat all people you meet with the same respect and openness with 

which you would want to be treated. 

 

It can be difficult and confusing to make assumptions about relationships and dating.  Generally, it is a 

good idea to observe carefully and ask questions of your mentors, RA’s and other students and advisors 

if you are unsure.  Remember, your mentors are there to help you adjust to life at Oglethorpe. 

 

Informality Among Americans 

The emphasis on individual identity, responsibility and tolerance produces a considerable degree of 

informality in dress, relationships and methods of communications. In some cases, Americans’ informal 

conduct can give the impression that they are promiscuous. Indeed, American culture does not perceive 

scanty costumes and public displays of affection as an indication of loose morals, although in some 

situations they may be viewed as exhibiting poor taste.  A great deal of flexibility to express oneself is 

permitted as long as it does not infringe on the rights and comforts of others. 

 

Invitations 

Invitations are usually informal and most often verbal, but specify a time and place.  For example, “Will 

you come over on Tuesday evening at 8:00?” If you say “yes,” it is important that you keep the 

appointment.  Casual verbal invitations such as “come and see me sometime” or “drop by” are usually 

given with the understanding that you will call and make more specific plans before coming over.  If you 

receive a written invitation that says RSVP, you should respond by letter or phone, telling your host 

whether or not you plan to attend.  When responding to emails requesting you to RSVP, you should 

keep record of what events you agree to attend.  If you RSVP “yes” and then cannot attend, be sure to 

email the host(s). 

 

Names 

First names are more readily used in the U.S. than in other countries, and in the United States people of 

the same age or status or younger are referred to by their first name. It is appropriate to inquire if the 

person prefers to be called by his or her first name if you are unsure.   

 

A man or woman older than yourself is often addressed with the title Dr., Ms., Mrs., or Mr. until the 

individual requests that you use his or her first name or until you get to know the individual better.  Men 

and women will be confused if you use their title with a first name, as is the custom in some other 
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countries.  Ordinarily Dr., Ms., Mrs., and Mr. are used only with a person’s family, for example: Mr. 

Smith or Dr. Jones. 

 

Some U.S. women prefer the form of address “Ms.” (pronounced as Mizz).  Ms. Is used for both single 

and married women and replaces Mrs. Ms. Is also an acceptable form of address if you do not know 

whether a woman is single or married.  Additionally, especially on college campuses, people refer to 

each other in respect to the gender identity they prefer.  We are encouraged to ask people for their 

Preferred Gender Pronouns for their preferred gender identity.  Some commonly used PGPs are 

she/her/hers, he/him/his, and they/them/theirs’s.  

 

Professors, Deans, Presidents, etc., are often referred to by their title, for example “Professor Handler”, 

“Dean Hall,” or “President Schall.”  It can be confusing if the professor has the title of both Dr. and 

Professor, and in that case, you may feel free to simply ask what they would prefer to be called. 

 

If you do not know how to address someone, use these general rules:  

 Someone your own age and status or younger: refer to them by their first name 

 Someone who is older, or a higher status:  refer to them as Mr. or Ms., Dr., or their title, and their 

last name. Ask them, “What would you like me to call you?” 

 If someone appears uncertain of how to address you, you can say, “You can call me…” 

 

Communication and Saying “No” 

In the United States people are very direct in conversation. It is not impolite to say no. If someone asks 

or offers you something, you can say “no, thank you.”  

 

Here are some examples of where it is appropriate to say no:  

 

 You may receive phone calls from people trying to sell you something, these are called 

telemarketers. It is best to tell them no, and to even hang up if they keep talking to you.  You do 

not have to talk to them. 

 If someone asks you out on a date and you are not interested, it is polite and appropriate to say, 

“I am not interested, but thank you.”  

 You may also have people invite you to their church or religious service. If you do not want to 

attend, you can simply say, “No thank you, I would prefer not to go.” 

 In the downtown area, it is common for panhandlers to ask you for money. If they approach 

you, do not give them money. Panhandling is illegal and there are food banks and charities that 

will offer services to people who need it.  

 If you do not want food or drink that someone offers you, you can say no thank you.  

 If someone offers you illegal drugs. Drugs that can’t be purchased off the shelf or by a 

prescription are illegal in the United States.  ALWAYS say NO. 

 Similarly, if you are under the age of 21, drinking alcohol is illegal—and you should say no if 

offered alcohol.  

 

**The drinking age in the United States is 21; drinking under age or providing alcohol to a 
minor is illegal, even if you can drink alcohol in your home country! ** 
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Handshaking 

Both men and women usually shake hands at the time of their first meeting and introduce themselves.  

This is a formal means of introduction that will usually occur with adults, but it may occur between 

students as well depending on the context.  Neither gender of Americans will greet someone who they 

have just met with a kiss on the cheek, and will find that uncomfortable. 

 

Concept of Time 

The commonly used concept of time at Oglethorpe, and indeed in much of the Western World, is that of 

time as linear, meaning that there is eternal progress towards an infinitely distant end of time.  People 

in the U.S. and Canada are usually time-conscious, and being on time is very important.  When an 

appointment is made, you are expected to arrive within five minutes of the appointed time.  If you have 

an appointment with your advisor at 10:30 AM, for example, you should plan to arrive at 10:30 AM or a 

little before.  If a bus is scheduled to stop at 10:20 AM, be at the bus stop five minutes early because the 

bus may arrive a few minutes early or late.  Life in the U.S. may seem rushed at first to the international 

student. 

 

Race, Ethnicity, and Gender  

Many people in the United States believe that all people are equal—that race, color, religion, ethnicity, 

class, gender, and sexual orientation are unimportant to our value as human beings. For this reason, 

racist and sexist jokes and comments are not tolerated in many social and business settings.  

 

From the Oglethorpe University Bulletin: “Oglethorpe University is an equal opportunity educational 

institution. Faculty, staff, and students are admitted, employed, and treated without regard to race; 

color; religion; national origin; sex; sexual orientation; gender identity or gender expression; marital 

status; pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions; age; disability or handicap; genetic 

information; citizenship status; service member status; or any other category protected by federal, state 

or local law.” 

 

However, despite these principles, many inequalities still exist in the United States. You may hear people 

make negative comments about other groups. You may even experience discrimination because you are 

an international student. If this happens to you and you wish to talk about it, talk to a counselor from 

the Counseling Center or someone from the International Student Services Office.   

 

Being Asked Questions 

Oglethorpe students are curious people and will ask a lot of questions.  Some of their questions may 

appear ridiculous, uninformed, and elementary, but try to be patient in answering them.  You may be the 

first foreign national of a particular country whom they have met, and they will probably have very little 

understanding of life in your culture.  Most Oglethorpe students are sincerely interested in learning more 

about you and your culture, and in return will welcome any questions you might ask them about the U.S. 

or their home country. 
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Working in the United States 

Employment 

The U.S. government takes working illegally very seriously. Therefore, you must first contact your 

Designated School Official (DSO) if you intend to work in the United States in any kind of job, whether 

paid or unpaid. If your DSO knows you are working without permission, your DSO must report it through 

SEVIS and your record can be terminated. That means that you must leave the United States 

immediately, and you may not be allowed to return.  

 
International students with F-1 status may not accept off-campus employment unless they receive 

authorization from immigration.  The rules and regulations for working are complicated, and must be 

obeyed to remain in status.  Working without authorization is one of the most serious violations of visa 

status, and can result in you having to return home to obtain a new visa.  It can also result in immediate 

deportation.  Please talk to the ISS Office if you have any questions about employment authorization. 

Student Employment Eligibility: With the passage of the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986, 

every employer in the United States must check the legal status of all employees, including student 

employees, hired after November 6, 1986, or face the threat of criminal penalties.  All new employees 

must complete a one-page form, called the I-9, which asks for their name, address, date of birth, and 

Social Security Number.  Employees must also check whether they are U.S. citizens or are authorized to 

work in the United States.  The employees must provide documents that prove identity and eligibility to 

work in this country.  Employers must certify that they have seen the employee’s documents and must 

keep a copy of each employee’s I-9 on file. 

You are not eligible for off-campus employment in the U.S. until you have been a full-time student in the 

U.S. for 9 months, and then only with special authorization from your DSO.  You are eligible to work on-

campus shortly after your arrival at Oglethorpe for 20 hours per week or less.  Check in first with your DSO 

for requirements and a letter to take to the Social Security Services Office. 

 

On-Campus Employment 

As an F-1 student in Active status, you immediately have an option for one kind of work: on-campus 

employment. However, there are some things to keep in mind.  Students authorized to work on campus 

may do so without any special immigration work authorization, but are governed by the following 

immigration rules: 

 Employment is performed on the school’s premises, or considered student employment by the 

Financial Aid and Human Resources offices. 

 Employment must not exceed 20 hours per week when school is in session. 

 Employment may be full-time when school is not in session if the student is both eligible and 

intends to register or is registered for the next term. 

 Students may not be employed on campus after completion of their program of study, unless 

doing this under the terms for Optional Practical Training. 

 F-1 visa holders are not eligible for Federal Work-Study jobs on campus. 
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Although you may work shortly after you arrive, you must be in Active status and your DSO must 

approve your request. After your DSO approves your request, you’ll be given a letter of approval. This 

letter, along with a letter from your employer, will help you get a Social Security number. When school is 

in session, you may only work 20 hours per week. (More information about obtaining a Social Security 

number is available in the next section of this handbook.) 

 

For on-campus employment opportunities visit Career Development in the A_LAB, or see postings on 

Career Connect.  Students seeking on-campus employment must contact Career Development in the 

A_LAB to obtain a temporary password for Career Connect. This password can be used in place of a 

social security number to access the system. 

 

Resident Assistants 

After your first year at Oglethorpe, you may decide to become a Resident Assistant (RA).  A Resident 

Assistant is an Oglethorpe University undergraduate student who lives in the residence hall and serves 

as a member of the Residence Life staff and is directly supervised by Oglethorpe staff members - either 

the Residence Life Coordinator or Hall Director. RAs go through an extensive selection and training 

process and are, therefore, helpful in dealing with all types of problems and situations.   

You will not be allowed to hold another job while serving as an RA because the Residential Life job 

description requires spending 15 – 20 hours of work per week, and federal regulations prohibit F-1 

students from working more than 20 hours per week.   

More information about applying for a RA position can be found on the OU website here: 

http://reslife.oglethorpe.edu/work-with-us/ . 

 

Off-Campus Employment 

General Eligibility 

After a full academic year at school, you might be eligible for off-campus employment. Approval for this 

requires special authorization from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), which is only 

available through your DSO. 

To be eligible for off-campus employment, you must currently be on an F-1 visa and have studied at 

least nine months in the United States at a higher education institution on a valid non-immigrant visa.  

Off-campus employment may be referred to as internship, research, fellowship, or other terms, but 

these are all considered employment, and it must relate to your major(s).   

Always consult with ISS to make sure you are eligible, register in SEVIS, and have employment 

authorization in the form of recommendation and approval from your DSO! 

Curricular Practical Training (CPT) 

Curricular Practical Training (CPT) is temporary authorization for practical training directly related to 

your major field of study. Your major field of study is listed on your I-20. 

http://reslife.oglethorpe.edu/work-with-us/
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“Practical training” can include employment, internship experience (paid or unpaid), cooperative (co-op) 

education experience, practicum participation, etc. CPT is authorized by the ISS office in accordance with 

F-1 regulations. You can apply for CPT during the regular academic year (you must remain registered 

full-time) and during your annual vacation semester. 

CPT may be part-time (20 hours per week or less) or full-time (more than 20 hours per week). If you 

accumulate 12 months (365 or more days) of full-time CPT authorization, you lose your eligibility for 

Optional Practical Training (OPT), another type of employment authorization for F-1 students. Part-time 

CPT and fewer than 12 months of full-time CPT authorization does not affect your OPT eligibility. 

Limits:  

 You must complete one academic year before you are eligible for CPT.   

 CPT can only be authorized for training that is integral to your curriculum or for credit. 

 Authorization is for up to one year, semester per semester, and it is renewable.   

 CPT authorization allows you to work 20 hours or less while school is in session and full-time 

during the breaks (i.e. between semesters, summer, and spring).   

 One year or more of full-time CPT, in total, cancels OPT – see below. 

Ask your DSO for specific instructions and to fill out the CPT Request Form.   

To qualify for CPT your DSO needs to provide you with a new Form I-20, indicating your DSO’s 

recommendation for employment. 

Optional Practical Training (OPT) 

OPT must relate to your major or course of study, and although you can apply for 12 months of OPT at 

each education level, you must have your EAD (Employment Authorization Document) card before you 

begin working. 

 
The U.S. government checks that students with OPT authorization are engaged in practical training 

experience (work/internships/unpaid professional experience) related to their major area of study.  

There are two categories of OPT: Pre-completion and Post-completion.  While students who have 

completed at least one academic year are eligible for Pre-completion OPT, most students elect to wait 

until they have completed their program and spend the next 12 months with Post-completion OPT. 

Students may apply for Post-completion OPT no earlier than 90 days before their program end date (this 

date is usually graduation, but not always, depending on whether all credits have been accomplished). 

To obtain your EAD, your DSO must provide you with a new Form I-20 indicating your DSO’s 

recommendation for employment, and you must submit a Form I-765, “Application for Employment 

Authorization” to USCIS, along with several other documents. Your EAD card will come from USCIS.  Just 

as with other work authorizations, you are restricted to a 20-hour work week while school is in session.  

Speak with your DSO for detailed instructions. To gain approval, fill out the OPT Request Form, and work 

with your DSO to process the required documentation. 
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NOTE: It takes approximately 90 days to receive your approval after filing your application for optional 

practical training, so plan in advance!  Applications and FAQs explaining the process are available at the 

International Student Services Office.  You cannot work on campus after your program is completed 

unless you have OPT authorization. 

Once you receive your EAD card, you are authorized to work up to 12 months full-time in your field of 

study.  If you then file for H1-B (Temporary Worker) status, cap-gap extension may be available.  

Generally, OPT must be completed within 14 months of completion of your program.  During Post-

completion OPT, if you wish and your employer will sponsor you, you and your prospective employer 

can file for H-1B working status during the annual April 1st lottery. 

Completion of OPT 

Once you complete your OPT, you have several options available to you: 

 You may remain in the U.S. for 60 days after completing the course of OPT. (If you choose to 

leave the U.S. during the 60 days, you will not be able to return.) 

 You may continue in F-1 status by pursuing further F-1 studies either at the same institution or 

another school.  If you choose this option, you must initiate the procedures within the 60-day 

grace period after you complete your OPT.  If you change institutions, you should transfer your I-

20 rather than have the new institution issue a new one. 

 You may apply for a STEM extension if your major is in one of the approved STEM fields. 

 You may apply to change status to another nonimmigrant classification within the 60 days after 

completion of OPT. 

Unless an F-1 student follows procedures referenced in the  four options listed above, the student's 

"duration of status" will end 60 days after the end of the OPT period. 

STEM Optional Practical Training (STEM OPT) 

STEM OPT extensions for 24 months are available, if qualified, in the Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Mathematics (STEM) fields of study.  The qualifying STEM OPT majors at Oglethorpe will be 

validated through approved codes in SEVIS, verified by your DSO. During the STEM OPT extension 

period, you and your prospective employer can file for H-1B working status during the annual April 1st 

lottery. 

The current STEM Designated Degree Program List is published on the SEVP website at 

http://www.ice.gov/sevis. 

 

International Students and Entrepreneurship 

Because starting your own business constitutes work, you must qualify and apply for OPT to start a 

business while in F-1 status. OPT, and thus the business, must relate to your program of study and can 

occur either before (pre-completion OPT) or after the completion of a program of study (post-completion 

OPT). 

 

http://www.ice.gov/sevis
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Obtaining a Social Security Number 

This information is official government provided information from studyinthestates.dhs.gov.  

 

Why do I need a Social Security number (SSN)? 

To work in the United States, every eligible student studying on an F-1 visa needs a Social Security 

number (SSN). If you do not know if you are eligible to work, please speak with your designated school 

official (DSO). 

 

How to Obtain a SSN?  

Talk with your Designated School Official (DSO) about working in the United States. Your DSO will share 

important information regarding the regulations and requirements for F-1 visa students. This step is very 

important! 

 

Ensure you are in Active status in SEVIS. Your SEVIS record must be in Active status for at least two days 

before applying for an SSN. If you have a record in any other status, you will not have success in applying 

for an SSN. 

 

Wait at least 10 calendar days from your date of entry into the United States to apply for an SSN. The 

Social Security Administration (SSA) uses the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) 

program to verify your immigration status information against records contained in the Department of 

Homeland Security databases, including those housed by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection, and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Since the verification 

relies on the original data source, you must allow time for your arrival information to update in all 

government systems. 

 

Visit your local Social Security Administration (SSA) Office. You must file your application for an SSN card 

in person at any Social Security Administration office. Be prepared to provide your original documents to 

prove your age, identity, and work-authorized immigration status. All evidence of immigration status 

and work authorization must be unexpired. The address is: Social Security, Suite 2860, Floor 28, 401 W 

Peachtree St NW, Atlanta, GA 30308 

 

For more information visit: http://www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber/ 

 

Taxes 

Income tax season happens each spring in the United States from the period of January – April 15, when 

you receive your tax forms from the U.S. Government and in turn file income tax returns. Anyone who 

works in the United States must report income to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), and F-1 visa 

holders must file a tax form even if they have not worked.  The office of International Student Services 

will hold a workshop on taxes each spring before the filing date to explain the current regulations in 

more detail. 

 

As an F-1 visa student, you have agreed to abide by the laws of the U.S. Government.  One of these 

laws is that you are required to file a tax form every year, even if you have not worked.  Not filing tax 

returns is not an option, and failure to file may affect future visa status! 

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber/
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An F-1 student must report all earned income during a program of study in the United States. This 

includes all of the following: 

 

 Income from wages 

 Reception of a grant, fellowship, or scholarship 

 Interest from stock options 

 Lottery or gambling winnings 

 Other types of non-wage income 

 

After filling out your tax return, you will know how much, if any, tax you must pay.  You will not owe any 

taxes if you haven’t worked in the last calendar year (January – December), but you must still mail in a 

tax form. Taxes pay for government services, such as the military, public programs, schools and roads. 

The Internal Revenue Service of the U.S. Department of the Treasury administers tax collection from 

workers each spring.  

 

All students will be required to file income tax forms, and some students will receive a tax refund from 

the IRS for the taxes they have overpaid.  Other students may have to pay taxes if their amount owed is 

higher than what was withheld from the paycheck.  It is a good practice to set aside some part of your 

paycheck in case you owe additional taxes when you complete your tax return.  The IRS tax filing 

deadline is April 15th each year. 

 

As a non-immigrant student, you will not have to pay Social Security and Medicare taxes for the first 5 

years you are present in the U.S.  Therefore, if you have a paid job, your employer should not be 

withholding these taxes from your paycheck. 

 

In January, the payroll office of your employer(s) will mail you your W-2 Form (Wage and Tax Statement) 

and/or I-1098T Forms.  You may also access these documents on your OASIS account page if you have 

elected to receive these forms electronically.   

 

If you are not eligible for a Social Security number but need to report income to the IRS, you can apply 

for an individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN).  

 

For more information about the ITIN, visit:  http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/schools/itin.  

 

For more information about filing your taxes, visit: http://www.irs.gov/ 

 

Holidays 

There are many different holidays** in the United States. Some will be University holidays as well, but 

others will not.  University Holidays can be found on the Academic Calendar 

(http://hub.oglethorpe.edu/registrar/academic-calendars/) for each semester as well as on your syllabi 

for classes.   

 

 

http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/schools/itin
http://www.irs.gov/
http://hub.oglethorpe.edu/registrar/academic-calendars/
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The most widely celebrated ones are:  

 

 January 1 – New Year’s Day. Beginning on the evening of December 31, Americans celebrate the 

New Year, and many businesses are closed on January 1.  

 Third Monday in January – Martin Luther King Jr. Day. This holiday celebrates the life of Reverend 

Dr.  Martin Luther King Jr., a leader of the U.S. civil rights movement.  

 February 14 – This day of romance is called Valentine’s Day.  Many people exchange cards, candy, 

gifts or flowers with their special “valentine.”  

 Third Monday of February – Presidents’ Day. This is a day to remember past U.S. presidents  

 March 17—St. Patrick’s Day. It is customary to wear green clothing on this day, if you do not wear 

green on this day, classmates may pinch you. 

 Easter – In the spring, and the date varies each year. This holiday, traditionally Christian, is now also 

a secular one. People decorate eggs and children are visited by the Easter Bunny.  

 Last Monday in May – Memorial Day. This holiday is a time that Americans remember all of those 

who died in war for the United States. 

 July 4 – Independence Day. Americans celebrate this holiday with picnics and fireworks.  

 First Monday in September – Labor Day. This holiday recognizes the efforts of American workers.  

 October 31—Halloween. People often celebrate this holiday by wearing costumes and carving scary 

faces on pumpkins.  

 Last Thursday in November – Thanksgiving. According to legend, the first European settlers of the 

United States gave thanks for their first harvest season by eating a feast with Native Americans. This 

is a traditional time for families and friends to gather together and eat a big turkey dinner. 

 December 25 – Christmas Day. This holiday, traditionally Christian, is now also a secular one, and a 

time for many people to exchange gifts, decorate homes, and attend gatherings and parties for the 

few weeks before December 25.  

 

**Please note, the residence halls close for the Winter Holiday from right before Christmas until after 

New Year’s; make sure you check with Residence Life for the exact dates and determine an alternative 

place to stay. In addition to the residence halls, the University will also be closed for approximately 2 

weeks of the holiday period.  Check http://reslife.oglethorpe.edu/important-dates/ for more details. 

 

**Oglethorpe still holds classes on some of these holidays. To know which days you will not have 

class, check your course syllabus.** 

 

 

Thank you to Georgia State University’s International Student and Scholar Services Office. Some of this information was used 

with permission from GA State’s International Student Handbook.  

Official government information was obtained from http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/.  

 

For more information on anything in this guide, please visit the International Student Services Office located in the A_LAB in the 

Turner Lynch Campus Center. 

 

  

http://reslife.oglethorpe.edu/important-dates/
http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/
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APPENDIX 

Oglethorpe Customs & Events 

UNLOCK OUR SECRET HISTORY AND UPHOLD SOME CURIOUS TRADITIONS. 

 

Every year Oglethorpe hosts a variety of large-scale, campus-wide activities. These include Stomp the 

Lawn, Oglethorpe Day, The Battle of the Bloody Marsh, Boar’s Head, MLK Day of Service, Hogwarts Day, 

Homecoming, QuadFest, Atlanta Day of Service, and more!  

 

Battle of Bloody Marsh 

Every fall, a team of students and a team of faculty and staff members meet to do battle… via tug-of-

war. The name comes from the famous 1742 battle in which General Oglethorpe’s forces defeated the 

Spanish troops in South Georgia. Organized by the SGA Programming Board.  

 

Boar’s Head 

Every December, the entire Oglethorpe community comes together for this holiday celebration and 

induction of new members into Omicron Delta Kappa (ODK), a national leadership honor society. The 

ceremony begins with a procession of ODK members in academic regalia, carrying a board’s head on a 

litter. The procession is followed by a theatrical reading of the Boar’s Head story. Then, there’s a holiday 

concert featuring the University Singers and other Oglethorpe performing arts groups, the lighting of the 

holiday tree, and a reception in the Turner Lynch Campus Center. The event is inspired by the armorial 

crest of General James Edward Oglethorpe, which depicts four boars’ heads and the holiday tradition of 

the same name held at Oxford University, Oglethorpe’s alma mater. 

 

Buried Elephant 

In November 1941, the Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus were performing in Atlanta, when 

eighteen circus elephants were poisoned by arsenic. An enterprising professor in the Oglethorpe 

medical school had one of the elephants brought to campus and deposited behind Lowry Hall (now 

Welter Library) for use in his comparative anatomy class. When the animal began to decay, a hole was 

dug next to the body, and the elephant was rolled into it and buried. The exact whereabouts of its 

remains are unknown. 

 

Carillon Ceremony 

In 2005, a new tradition was started at Oglethorpe: The Carillon Ceremony, where graduating seniors 

get the opportunity to enter a “secret door” in Lupton Hall and climb up to the Lupton Bell Tower. 

Facilitated by the Alumni Board, seniors may sign a historical carillon registry book and ring one of the 

bells by hand. The OU 42-bell carillon was the first cast bronze bell carillon in Georgia. The carillon has 

played for a variety of Oglethorpe University and community events including the Senior Capping 

ceremony, Boar’s Head, Oglethorpe Day, Commencement, recitals, weddings, funerals and national 

events. Learn more about the Carillon Ceremony. 
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Crypt of Civilization Time Capsule 

Situated behind a stainless-steel door in the lower level of Hearst Hall, the Crypt was identified by the 

Guinness Book of World Records as “the first successful attempt to bury a record of this culture for any 

future inhabitants….” Sealed in 1940 by Dr. Thornwell Jacobs, the Crypt is not to be opened until 8113 

AD. It contains an encyclopedic inventory intended to be a “museum” of representative culture from the 

times of the Egyptians through the mid-twentieth century. The first item to be seen upon the opening of 

the Crypt is the “language integrator,” designed to teach twentieth century English to the generations of 

8113. 

 

Liberal Arts & Sciences Symposium 

This annual event brings together students and faculty members in a daylong celebration of exemplary 

analytic and creative work by Oglethorpe students. On the day of the event, classes are canceled so that 

all students can attend the symposium. The program typically includes student-led sessions, panels, 

roundtables, poster presentations, art exhibitions and performances.  

 

Oglethorpe Day 

The second Wednesday in February is a festive occasion honoring our university’s namesake, General 

Oglethorpe. It’s a way to celebrate our rich history and unique traditions. The day kicks off with the 

Petrels of Fire Race; then a bagpipe player leads the audience from the quad to the Conant Performing 

Arts Center to hear from guest speakers. There’s also a reception on the Conant veranda.  

 

Petrels of Fire 

Based on the Cambridge University tradition portrayed in the movie Chariots of Fire, the Petrels of Fire 

footrace takes place annually on Oglethorpe Day. Runners compete to circumnavigate the quad in the 

time between the bell-tower’s first and final strokes of twelve.  

 

QuadFest & Stomp the Lawn 

Held respectively in September and April, these events celebrate the beginning and ending of the school 

year. Both feature a live band, games, carnival rides, food and fun! Sponsored by the SGA Programming 

Board. 
  



72 

 

Tobacco Policy 

Knowing the dangers of tobacco use for users and by-standers, Oglethorpe University’s campus aspires 

to be a Tobacco Free campus. Tobacco use is restricted to use at eight tobacco stations across 

campus. This policy applies to all students, faculty, staff and visitors. Tobacco products are defined as 

cigarettes, e-cigarettes, vaporizers, cigars, pipes, cigarillos, bidis, hookahs, all forms of smokeless 

tobacco, and any other smoking devices that simulate the use of tobacco. 

Oglethorpe’s Tobacco Free Policy prohibits tobacco products in and on university owned and/or leased 

property. This includes: 

 All indoor buildings and facilities 

 All outdoor spaces and grounds, and in campus-owned, leased or rented vehicles 

 All residence hall and Greek houses. This includes student rooms and public spaces (lobbies, 

hallways, lounges, recreation areas, windows) 

 All sponsored sporting and public events. 

Additional Regulations 

 Sale and/or free distribution of tobacco products on campus is prohibited. 

 Tobacco promotion, marketing, or advertising on campus and in university publications is 

prohibited. 

 Sponsorship or funding from tobacco companies for campus organizations or activities is 

prohibited. 

Enforcement 

 Guests and visitors are asked to adhere to our policy. 

 Effective enforcement is a campus-wide effort, and a single department cannot accomplish this 

task alone. 

 If you do not feel comfortable asking someone to adhere to the policy, send information about 

the violation to healthinfo@oglethorpe.edu. 

 Offenders will be recorded in our conduct system. The first offense is a $10 fine payable to the 

university or the American Cancer Society. Second offense is a fine of $50 and 10 restitution 

hours. A third offense is $100 and possible suspension from campus housing. 

  

BREATHE FREE – CHOOSE TO BE TOBACCO FREE 

  

mailto:healthinfo@oglethorpe.edu
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Glossary of Useful College Terms 

TERM DEFINITION 

Academic Advisor A faculty member who guides a student in course selection and other academic 
decisions. 

Academic Success 
in the A_LAB 

Serves students who have trouble with their studies or desire to improve their 
study skills and habits.  Tutors and professional staff work with students on a 
one-to-one basis or in groups on subjects such as concentration, note-taking, 
effective study methods, test taking, time management, reviewing papers, and 
homework help.  Accommodations Services is also a part of this office. 

Academic Year The period of time during which formal instruction is offered, lasting from 
August to May.  The period from June through August is not generally 
considered part of the academic year, even if summer sessions are held. 

Alumni Those who have earned a degree from an institution. 

ARCHE Nineteen public and private colleges and universities comprise the membership 
of ARCHE, as well as five affiliated libraries and 12 corporate and nonprofit 
community partners. ARCHE brings them together to build awareness of the 
campuses collective scope, impact and value and to help them share strengths 
through cooperative programs.  See Consortium. 

Audit To attend a course for purposes of obtaining information only and not to 
receive a grade.  No credit is given for an audit.  Consult the Bulletin for the 
procedures to follow to register for an audit. 

Bachelor’s Degree A degree awarded by a four-year college or university. 

Bulletin A document or book describing an institution’s courses, regulations, fees, 
tuition, faculty, location, entrance, and other academic requirements, etc. 

Calendar 
(Academic) 

The formal schedule of academic year events.  Includes examination periods, 
registration periods, and school holidays, drop/add dates, and certain special 
events. 

Call Number The code on each library book that separates the books by field. 

Campus The physical grounds and buildings of the institution. 

Career 
Development 

The Career Development in the A_LAB helps students and alumni find 
employment and graduate schools.  They also have a resource library which is 
available to anyone. 

Chaplain Oglethorpe’s Chaplain is an ordained Presbyterian minister.  Worship services 
are held regularly on campus for students who choose to go, and are promoted 
in a variety of ways.  The Chaplain is a member of the Campus Life team. 

Class It can refer to a course of instruction (i.e. English class); 
It can refer to a group of students taking a particular course together (i.e. a 
class of English students); or it can mean all the students who are in the same 
year of study (i.e. the first year class.) 

Commencement The ceremonies held upon completion of a student’s studies, also called 
graduation. 

Concentration Not a major or minor, concentrations allow students to analyze themes, 
approaches, and geographic areas that cut across departments and fields, 
usually in 5 – 8 courses. 
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Conditional 
Admission 

Colleges or Universities may accept some students who do not meet admission 
standards on the condition that they meet those standards soon after they 
enroll.  For example, students may be told they need to attain a higher level of 
English proficiency. 

Consortium Colleges which have joined together to make their courses available to all 
students.  Oglethorpe belongs to ARCHE (see above.) 

Counselor Professional psychologist or Licensed Social Worker trained to serve persons 
experiencing academic, interpersonal, or psychological problems.  Free and 
confidential counseling sessions are available at the Counseling Center. 

CPT Curricular Practical Training is employment permission granted to degree-
seeking students after they have completed 1-year of academic study at 
Oglethorpe for internship, research position, or other off-campus employment, 
typically for-credit. 

Credit A unit (generally numerical) given to students who have successfully completed 
a course.  A student at OU typically must earn 128 semester credits before they 
will be eligible to graduate. 

Credit by 
Examination 

Oglethorpe will allow students to gain credits without taking a course if they are 
successful in passing an examination which covers material presented in the 
course. 

Curriculum The subjects comprising a course of study in a school or college. 

Dean of Students The Dean is responsible for student affairs at the University. 

Dormitory (Dorm/ 
Residence Hall) 

A building on campus used to house students. 

Drop/Add Dropping a class or changing classes during the term.  See the Bulletin 6.16.1 for 
discussion of drop/add procedures. 

Elective A course students may choose to take which is not part of the required 
curriculum. 

Exam schedule Final exam periods can be found at the HUB website.  Go to hub.oglethorpe.edu  

Faculty The group of professors and instructors who make up the teaching staff of an 
institution. 

First Year Student/ 
Freshman 

An undergraduate student in his or her first full academic year, or a student 
who has successfully completed at least 32 credits.  May also be used to classify 
a student in the first year of high school. 

Full Course Load The minimum number of courses a student must take to be considered a full-
time student.  International students must take 12 credits per term to be 
considered full-time.  Most students take four courses per term for a total of 16 
credits/term. 

Grade A grade refers to the letter given to evaluate that student’s performance on an 
assignment, examination, or the entire course. 

Grade-Point 
Average (GPA) 

An average numerical grade which is derived from a formula which takes into 
account grades received and the number of credit hours for each course taken. 

Graduate Graduate can refer to: 
1. The level of study beyond the baccalaureate 
2. The person who has successfully completed high school or college 
3. Used as a verb to describe the act of receiving a diploma. 

Graduation See Commencement 
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Humanities The branch of learning which constitutes the backbone of the liberal arts 
education.  The Humanities include languages, history, literature, and 
philosophy. 

Junior An undergraduate student in his/her third full year of college, or a student who 
has successfully completed at least 64 credits.  May also be used to classify a 
student in the third year of high school. 

Loan(s) Money borrowed but required to be repaid within a specific time period. 

Major The field or subject which a student has chosen as his or her principal area of 
study, i.e.: mathematics, economics, anthropology, biology, art, French, etc.  
Students may have more than one major (double major). 

Minor A subject of field which a student has chosen as an area of study secondary to 
his or her major(s).  Students may have more than one minor. 

Oglethorpe 
Student 
Government 
Association (SGA) 

The Student Government Association (SGA) at Oglethorpe University is an 
opportunity for the student voice to be heard and represented in the 
Oglethorpe community. SGA has three branches: the Executive Council, the 
Senate and the Programming Board. Each branch has representation from each 
class and these representatives are selected during the annual SGA elections. 

OPT Optional Practical Training.  Employment based on authorization, in a field 
directly related to their major, granted to F-1 students, normally after they 
graduate for a period of 12 months.  For those in STEM fields, an additional 24 
months of employment may be authorized. 

Orientation An introductory stage in the process of new student assimilation, and a part of 
his or her continuous socialization process to a college or university. Major 
objectives of orientation are to reduce his or her anxiety, help him or her 
understand the university’s expectations, and convey what he or she can expect 
from the university. It is commonly followed by training tailored to specific 
areas of academics or co-curricular growth.  Can also mean the events of the 
orientation themselves. 

Petition A method by which students may request a change in academic rules and 
policies; for example, adding a course after the drop/add period.  It is wise to 
consult with your academic advisor before petitioning for any changes. 

Prerequisite A course that a student must complete before being permitted to enroll in 
another course.  Example: Spanish 101 is a prerequisite for Spanish 102. 

President The chief officer of a college or university.  Oglethorpe’s president is hired by 
the Board of Trustees. 

Provost The Vice President in charge of all Academic Affairs. 

Quiz Short test, sometimes given without advance notice. 

Registrar The person at the college or university who is responsible for student 
enrollment and academic records.  Consult with The Hub for transferring credits 
from other institutions. 

Registration The process of choosing a schedule of courses for the semester and having it 
approved that occurs each term. 

Requirements Courses that must be taken in order to graduate with a particular major or 
degree. 

Reserve When a book is on reserve, it means that the book cannot be removed from the 
Library, and generally can only be borrowed for a short period of time.  This is 
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usually done when the library has only a few copies of a book that is required 
reading for a particular course. 

Residence Life 
Coordinator 

Student affairs professionals who work and live on campus. They are trained 
and experienced in residence hall operations, supervise the RAs and provide 
guidance in RA programming. 

Resident Assistant 
(RA) 

A student who lives in the residence hall and is available to help residents with 
living arrangements and other school-related questions.  RAs also typically 
disseminate information about school requirements, events, and other 
important happenings around campus. 

RSVP This French term (répondez s'il vous plaît), meaning “please respond”, is often 
listed on invitations.  Tell the host or hostess if you can or cannot attend the 
event, so that they can adequately prepare for it. 

Scholarship Also called a grant; this money does not have to be repaid (loans must be 
repaid).  Scholarships for international students are generally based on financial 
need as well as academic merit. 

Semester One of the two terms or grading periods in an academic year.  A semester 
usually lasts 16 weeks.  Summer semester is broken into two consecutive 
sessions. 

Senior An undergraduate student in his/her fourth full year of college, or who has 
amassed 97 credits or more.  This can also be used to designate a student in the 
last year of high school. 

Social Security 
Number (SSN) 

A number assigned by the United States government to U.S. citizens as well as 
non-citizens who are authorized to work in the U.S.  SSN is required for all 
International students who wish to work in the U.S. for pay. Many application 
forms request that students list their SSN or SS card, which may then become a 
form of identification number. 

Sophomore An undergraduate student in his/her second full academic year of college, or 
who has amassed 33-64 credits.  This can also be used to designate a student in 
the second year of high school. 

Stall Wall Weekly College events flier which is posted in restrooms across campus weekly during 
fall and spring semesters. 

Status What you hold once you enter the U.S. For F-1 students, D/S “duration of 
status” is marked on your passport.  Status is maintained by following the rules 
for F-1 students. 

Syllabus A course outline prepared for students by the professor. 

Take-Home Exam These are similar to homework assignments; students are given a question or a 
number of questions to answer within a specific number of days.  To justify the 
length of time afforded, a high quality of work is expected.  As with term 
papers, all non-original sources and material used or referred to should be 
acknowledged in footnotes/citations and a bibliography 

TOEFL Acronym for “Test of English as a Foreign Language.” Scores from this test are 
very often used to determine the admissibility of international students or the 
level at which the students should be placed in English-language courses.  Some 
students take the IELTS (International English Language Testing System) test 
instead. 

Transcript The official record of a student’s courses and grades.  Students may request 
copies from the Hub for a fee of $10 per transcript. 
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Tuition The cost of the academic program undertaken.  Tuition must be paid before 
each term or for a full academic year. 

Tutor A private teacher who assists students outside normal classroom periods.  
Tutors are available at the Academic Success Center in the A_LAB. 

Undergraduate This is you!  The general definition is that of a college student aiming to 
complete a bachelor’s degree. 

Withdrawal Exiting a class before the end of the term; see the Bulletin for rules regarding 
withdrawal. 

Zip Code A five- or nine-digit number used in an address when sending mail to or within 
the U.S., also known as a postal code in some other parts of the world.  This 
number aids the post office in delivering mail.  Oglethorpe’s zip code is 30319. 
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International Student Life Cycle 

 

 

 

Important Phone Numbers 

 Emergencies – Dial 911  

 International Student Services – 404-364-8862 

 Oglethorpe Security (Campus Safety) – 404-504-1998 

 Residence Life (Housing) – 404-364-8541 

 RA on call: 

o Dempsey/Jobe Hansen-470-240-9755 

o Traer-404-354-7975 

o Alumni/Bowden Magbee-404-354-3256 

o Jacobs/Schmidt-404-354/5616 

 Counseling Services – 404-364-8456 
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MAPS 

 

Atlanta Airport 

 

 

  



80 

 

MARTA Rapid Rail 
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Oglethorpe University Campus 
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MAP OF TOBACCO STATIONS 
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PARKING MAP 
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TLCC w/ ISS Office 
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Academic Calendars – FA & SP 

Note: Academic calendars can be found on the web at http://hub.oglethorpe.edu/registration-

records/academic-calendars/  

  

http://hub.oglethorpe.edu/registration-records/academic-calendars/
http://hub.oglethorpe.edu/registration-records/academic-calendars/


86 

 



87 

 

NOTES 

This handbook will continue to be a useful resource for you during your time at Oglethorpe.  In addition, 

it will be continually referred to, particularly during Orientation for International Students.  Therefore, 

make sure to keep it and bring it along with you to Oglethorpe.  We are looking forward to meeting you! 
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NOTES 
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NOTES 

 


